'GODLYE 


SERM ON: 


Preached before the Queens nol." 
3 lent Maieſtie, vpon the 17, 18, 19. Win" 1 * 


ſes of the 16. Chapter FS. X's [I 4 
Mather: E G 


b | 
| herein is contained the n N 


cluſion of a Dialogue betweene Chriſt 
| and his Diſciples: She wing breefely that the 
Authoritie which the Pope of Rome. 
doth challenge to himſelfe, is 
yolawfully vſut - 
| «A. ped. 
Very neceſſatie for theſe perilous times 
wherein the ſimple may perceiue theit in · 
tolleradle impietie vſurping that office and at · 
tion, which ener appertayned vnto 
| : : - Chiiſt only. | 


| | Publiſhed 47 the reque#t of ſundry godly and 


xell diſpoſed per(ons, of 


J imprinted at London ty 


lohn Windet for Iohn Perin, and are to 
| be ſold at his ſhopin Paules church*- 
| ard, at the fign of che. ang g 


— Te... 4 
L- 


- —— — ww * 2 


* 
80 7 y ermon prea- 


ched before the O ueenes 
moſt excellent Maieſtie, vpon 


the 17.8. 9. verſes of the 
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Matth. Chap. 16. verſ. 17. 


T7 And ſeſus anſwered, and [rid to him: Bleſſed art thaw 
Savor the ſonns of —_ far ft. t ana ' bl, wa hot 2196 
reveiled it unto thee, but my Father x hi i in heane, 

18 And I ſay aiſo onto thee that thou avi Peter, and 
ven this roc l t will bu: ld my Church. and ha. £41ey 
of hell ſhall not encrcome it, y: , 

19 Ard I will gine unto thee the Leves of thine; dome ef 
heanen, and xhatſucuer thou ſhalt binde vyen earth, 
ſhalbe bound in heaucn : and ꝓha ſotner than ſhalt 
looſe on earib, ſhalbe lonſed in heauen. 


4 Heſe words which J haue 
e read (right hencurable, 4 
72 / 8 M beloued in cur Sauioure 
| Chꝛiſt) containe the cone 
| SL, MN cluſion of a Dialogue, be⸗ 
tuweene Chꝛiſt and his dil- 
ciples. Foꝛ we read immediatly beſoꝛe in 
the thirteenth verſe of this ſirteenth Chap⸗ 
fer; that when Jeſus came into the coaſt⸗ 
of Cæſarea Philippi: our Sauiour Chult, 
A.ij. partly 
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partly fo make tryall of the faith, kn 
ledge, and p2ofiting of his diſciples {Ha# 
ning bene now fo long taught by him, and 
ſeene ſo great # wonderfull miracles: and 
partly to learn whether they tonceiued a⸗ 
ny better of him than the common multi⸗ 
tude: as alſo to cauſe them to make a con⸗ 
feſſion of their faith and beliefe in him, in 
which he might ſtrengthen and confirme 
them againſt al troubles and per ſecutions 
that were after to enſue: he demaunded 
ok them all, this queſtion, whome do men 
ſay that the ſonne of man am. Anſwere 
was made by them, that ſome ſaid he was 
Manh.14.2. John Baptiſt, foꝛ ſo ſurmiſed the Herodi- 
ans, as apeareth in the 14. of this Goſpel, 
Where it is ſapde, that when Herod the 
Tetrarch, who had beheaded John Bap- 
tiſt, heard of the fame of leſus, he ſaid vn⸗ 
to his ſeruaunts, this is Iohn Baptiſt, that 
is riſen againe from the dead, and there⸗ 
foze great woꝛkes are w2ought by him. 
Some ſaid he was Elias, being deceiued 
partly by the Pꝛophetie of Malachie, miſ⸗ 
vnderſtode, who had p2ophcied that Eliah 
atalcch.:;5. the Pꝛophet ſhould be ſent befo:e the com- 
ming of the great and fearfull-day = the 
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on better knewledge of mee, whomes dg 


dad, partlp, by the like ſpirite they pers 
teiued in Chailt that was in Elias, as ihe 
fre libertie of rebuling vices, in p ſcribes 
and Phariſeꝛs, the power of wozking mis 
racles, railing vp the dead to life againe, 
as Elias did. Dame. other thought him to 
be Hieremias becauſe he bare a figure of 
Chailt „ and foz that it was ſaide of him, 
Beholde this day haue I ſet thee ouer the I .. 9 
nations, and ouer the kingdomes, to 
plucke y D , and to roote out, and to de- 
ſtroye and throw downe, to build and to 
plant: which was in verie deerde, truely to 
he perfourmed in Chꝛiſt. And they that 
thought him none of theſe , yet becauſe of 
his dactrine (fo2 he taught them as hauing 
authozitic,not as the S:ribes ) and foz his 
life and miracles they accounted him as 
one of theÞ2;ophets. Chꝛiſt hearing this, 
to dꝛawe out a moze certaine and excel⸗ 
lent conteſſiõ out of his diſciples than this 
was, he further demaunded of them all, 
but vw home ſay ye that Iam : aàs though 
he ſhould haue ſaid, whatſocuer other 
men do thinke ol me. , 92 howſoeuer they 
be diſtrac in opinions, you who cugit to 
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ve thinke me to be. Then aunſwered Si- 
mon peter in the name of al the reſt:thou 
art Chriſt the ſonne of the liuing God. 
Chꝛiſt reiopcing at this true perfect and 
conſtant confection that Peter had made, 
as it were in recompence and commenda⸗ 
tion therof, be bur cut into theſe woꝛds: 
Bleſſed art thou Simon the ſonne of Io- 
nas, for fleſh and bloud hath not reuei- 
led it vnto thee, but my father which ts 
in heauen, &c. Which woꝛdes are euen 
the concluſion of that Dialogue betweens 
Chꝛiſt and his diſciples, and do containe 
the appꝛobatton and commendation of Pe- 
ters confeſſion, In the which many things 
do offer them ſclues to our conſiderations, 
but fo2 this pꝛeſent time andoccaſien , in 
theſe thꝛer verſes , thꝛeꝛ eſpeciall pointes 
may be here obſerued by vs, The firſt 
from whence Peter had this knowledge x 
faith of Chꝛiſt, that he was the ſonne of 
the liuing God. Secondarilp, what is the 
foundation and rocke , whereupon the 
Church of God was built. Thirdly, what 
the power, authoꝛitie, t commiſſion was, 
that is giuen vnto Peter in this place, The 
firſt point is declared in the firſt verſe of 

a= his 
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_ fleſh, no2 ofthe will of man, but of God, 
he teſtifieth , that when it pleaſed God to 
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this tert by two meanes, firſt by remo- 
uing and denying thoſe things , which 
might ſemeto be the cauſe & pet are not, 
as fleſh and bloud. Secondarily , by ex⸗ 
p:eſling the true and perfect cauſe , which 
was the reuelation of Almightic GD D, 
Foz the firſt , by fleſh and bloud is meant 
here, the nature of man, and all his giftes 
that he hath naturally, as his wit, vnder⸗ 
ſtanding, and wil: foꝛ ſo it is taken in ſun⸗ 
dꝛie other places of the holie Scriptures, 
as in pᷣ firſt of Saint Iohns Goſpell, where 1 f 12; 
he ſaith that ſuch as receiued Chꝛiſt, they 
were bozne not of bloud noꝛ of the will of 
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And in the firſt to the Galathians, where 44 1. 1 


reueale his ſonne in him, that he ſhoulde 

pꝛeach him among the Gentiles, he com⸗ 
municated not with fleſh and bloud, and 

in like manner, in the lixth to the Epheſi- £256.12 
ans, erho2ting vs to put on all the armour 

of God, that we might be able to ſtande a- 

gainſt the aſlaultes of te diucil, becauſe 

we w2eltle not againſt fleſh q bloud , but 

againſt pꝛincipalities, and powers, ⁊c. In 

which places as in diuerſe others alſo, by 
924 A. iiij. flech 
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fieh and bloud is meant nothing buf the 


nature of man, and whatſoeuer is in hun 


by his naturali birth and p2ocreation, ſo 


that this phꝛaſe and manner of ſpeech vſed 
of our Sautour Chiſt here in this place 
doth lignifie and declare vnto vs, that this 
knowledge of Chꝛiſt, ⁊ canfeſſion of faith, 
which Peter made, he had it not of himielt, 
neither by any meanes ol man, but from 
aboue, by the manifeſtation and reuelatiũ 
of God, who had opened this great myſte⸗ 
rie, and giuen him this faith. This dourin 
ouerthzoweth the iudgement and opinion 
of the Heathen Philoſophers, Pelagian he⸗ 
retikes, and of the church of Rome, who 
Wholly oꝛ in parte aſcribe the cauſe of all 
knowledge of God, of our faith, of the god 
woꝛkes we do, either to the light of nas 
ture, fo:ce of reaſon, oꝛ frie will and indu⸗ 
ſtrie of man, tontrarie not onely to this 
teſtimonie of Chꝛiſt here in this place, 
which depꝛiueth man of all knowledge of 
Chꝛiſt, but alſo vnto the whole tendur ol 
the Scripture in other places, where both 
generally and in particular ſoꝛte, is taken 
away al vnder ſtanding and perccuerance, 
in matters appertaing vnto faith, religion, 
3 N and 
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Godly fermon. 7 
and the true knowledge of God. Firſt, fo 
pꝛoofe hereof, that it is generally denyed 


vnto man of himſelfe, oꝛ by the reache ol 


his own wit and vnderſtanding to attaine 
to the knowledge of Chꝛiſt, + thoſe things 


which appertaine to the kingdome of God, 


what tan be moꝛe plaine then that Paul 
teſtiũeth to the tontrarie in the ũrſt of the ; :. 


Corinthes, andthe ſecond Chapter, that 
Vue da Bep mes dts) mms N ud meme dix. Tye 
naturall man is not able to perteiue the 
things of the ſpirite of God. The naturall 
man, that is the man that hath no farther 
knowledge then he hath by the light of na⸗ 
ture, whoſe knowledge, and iudgement 
is not lightened and cleared by the ſpirite 
of God (fo2 ſo is this terme expounded by 
Iude in his Epiſtle, in the 1 9,verſe ) that 


that man perceiueth not theſe thinges 1 de. 15. u. 


Which appertaine vnta the ſpirit of Gad, 
Fo2 pꝛoofe hereof he adiopneth two rea⸗ 
ſons, the one is becauſe ſpirituall thinges 
are fooliſhneſſe vnto him: the other, that 
he cannot knowe thoſe things , becauſe 
they are ſpir itually diſterned, that is they 
cannot be known but of them that are ens 
dewed with the ſpirite of God. Fo2 as 
A. v. paul 
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. cer. 2. 11. Paul teſtiſieth, as no man knoweth the 
thinges of man, ſane the Spirite of a 
man which is within him: euen ſo the 
things of God knoweth no man, but the 
ſpirite of God, and therefoꝛe in the ſame 
beſ.g. Chapter he ſheweth , that thoſe thinges 
which God hath pꝛepared fo2 them that 
loue him, are ſuch as eye hath not ſerene, 
eare hath not heard, neither yet hath en- 
tred into the minde of man, ſo that net» | 
ther by the out ward ſenſes, noꝛ yet by the 
vnder ſtanding ol man, we are able to cons 
teiue the things of God, but it is the ſpi⸗ 
rite of God which openeth them vnto vs, 
which ſearcheth all things, yea the bots 
foie of Gods ſecretes, Jnreſpec of this 
great ignoꝛance in vs, and want of power 
and abilitie fo perceiue, the myſteries of | 
Gods ktngdome and of dur ſaluation, the 
holte Ghoſt hath by moſtnotable termes | + 
and Epithetes, whereby he deſcribeth the | i 
nature ot man, declared vnto vs, how vt 
terly we be voide of all knowledge and | j 
iudgement in ſpirituall matters. What | , 
can moꝛe effectually , and ſignificantly, f 
che we fooꝛth that vnto vs, then foz vs to 0 
20 termed darkeneſſe it ſelfe, which is don n 
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not in a fewe places of the holy Scrip⸗ 
tures, as in the firſt of Saint Iohns Go⸗ 
ſpell, where it is ſayd that that life which 
was the light of man ſhined in darkneſſe, %. 5. 
but darkneſſe was not able to compꝛehend 

it that was man. Saint Paul thereof 
dꝛaweth an exhoꝛtation in his Cpiftle to Epheſ's . 
the Epheſtans to perſwade the vnto nem⸗ 

neſſe of life, that foꝛaſmuch as they were 
ſometime in darkneſſe, meaning befo2e 

their conuerſion, and receining ofthe Go⸗ 

ſpel of Chꝛiſt, now being light, being illu⸗ 
minated by the ſpirite of God thꝛough the 
pꝛeatching of his woꝛde, therefoze they 

ſhould walke as the childꝛen of light. And 

in the ſecond to the Corinthians, ſetting F 
foo2th the power and efficacie of the word.. 

he ſetteth do wne, ther as God in the trea⸗ 
tion ofthe woꝛlde, commaunded the light 
to ſhine ont of darkneſſe, ſo hath he ſhined 
in the heartes ofhis miniſters, to giue the 
light of the knowledge of the gloꝛie of god 
in the face of Jeſus Chꝛiſt. Where the 
compariſon is to be noted, which the Apo⸗ 
ffle maketh, that as God in the beginning 
of the woꝛlde, created light out of dark⸗ 
neſſe, ſo hath he done in the hearts of his 


AF.26.18, 


A. Pei. 1. 19. 
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miniſters, that by the pꝛeaching ofthe 
Goſpell, that light might ſhine to others 
to ligh ten them, that they might ſe the 
glozieof Godin Chꝛiſt. Wherefoze euen 
as befoze God ſayve ;Letthere be light, 
there was no light, but mere darknelle, 
euen ſo befoꝛe God wozke in vs by his 
woꝛd and ſpirite, there is nothing in vs, 
but mere ignoꝛance and darkeneſle , no 
light to behold the gloꝛie of Godin Chꝛiſt. 
No marueile therefoze if Saint Paul being 
called to pꝛeach the Goſpell do tel Agrip- 
pa the Ring, that God hath called him to 
open their eyes, that they may turne from 
darkneſſe to light, and fram the power ol 
Satan vnto God, o if Saint, Peter com⸗ 


pare the docrine of the ꝛophets as 1550 


a light that ſhineth in a darke place, and 

compare the pꝛeaching of the Goſpel vntg 
thc dawning of the dap, and the day ſtarre 
ariling in our heartes. Hereby may it ap⸗ 
pcare,. what wee ought to iudge ol our 
ſelues to be nothing but ignoꝛance & darks 
neſſe, to be voide of all light c knowledge 
of Chꝛiſt, vntill by the f ol his ſpi⸗ 
rite he openeth him ſelfe vnto ds. Bekoze 


which time as Paul tellifieth, wee walke 
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as the Gentiles in p vanitie or dur minde, 27. 17. 
hauing our vnderſtanding darkened, be- 
ing ffraungers from the life cf God, tho⸗ 
rough the ignoꝛance in vs, becanſe ofthe 
hardneſle of our heartes. Thus vſeth the 
Spirite of God, fo paynt out the eſtate of 
man, befdꝛe God beginneth to woꝛke our 
regeneratid to aſcribe ignozance 4 blinds 
neffe-yntoour mindes, dninefſe and hards 
neffe vnto our heartes, yea, and that a 
monie hardnelſe, as appeareth by Eze- | 
chiel, where he p2omiſeth that in mercie 2h. 11. 19 
hee will take 'away our ſconie heartes. | 
And vnder the perfon cf the Jewes Eſaye E/. 48.4. 
ſapeth, that wee are all obſtinate, that 
our neckes are as Iron ſinewes and our 
bꝛowes as bzowes of bꝛaſſe, that is not 
flexible vnto the yoke of Gods commandes 
ments, and paſt all ſhame to commit wic⸗ 
kedneſſe. Therefo2e the holy Ohoſt, de⸗ 
ſcribing the coꝛruption of our nature doth 
terme vs not onely ficke, weakened oz ins 
fected with ſinne, but euen to be dead in 
ſinne. Fo2 ſo Paul to the Epheſians, wher 
hee ſetteth out the grace of Chꝛiſt, affir- Epbeſ. ., 
meth that hee hath quickened vs that 
were dead intreſpaſſes and ſinnes. 


Ant 
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And in like manner, in the ſetonde to the 


Coloſsians: that vs which were dead in 
ſinnes, and in the vncircumciſion of our 


fleſh, hath he quickensd togither with him 
foꝛgiuing our treſpaſſes. Theſe manner 
of terines and epithetes, whereby it hath 
pleaſed God in his holy wo2de, to expꝛeſſe 
both the viter want of knowledge, in mats 
ters of faith, and the coꝛruption of our 
mindes and manners is diligently to be 
obſerued by vs, by reaſon of the doctrine 
of the Romiſh cleargic > Who although 
they tcache, that Adam thꝛough his fall, 
loſt part of that excellent knowledge of 
pure and heauenly thinges wherewtth he 
was ende wed at his firſt creation, 4 was 
greatly wounded both in minde and will 
thoꝛough his diſobedience, and that nowe 
he is not able to perceiue ⁊ do thoſe things 
which God commaundeth him to vnder⸗ 
ſtand pꝛactiſe without the helpe of God: 
ret do they not aſcribe that whole igno⸗ 
rance and blindnefſe vato the minde of 
man, neither yet that deadly wounde or 
ſinne, wherebp all power and abilitie to 
attaine either to the knowledge of Cod, oz 
pꝛaaiſe of righteouſnes, is taken = vs, 
ick 
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ned thꝛough the fall of our firſt parentes, 
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which by theſe titles of right they ought. 
Our light with them in heauenly matters 
is in ſome part darkened, but not cleane 
put out, our vnderſtanding diminiſhed, 
but not extinguiſhed, the image of Cod, it 
was appaired, but not vtter ly defaced, the 
free will of man to good, it was wounded x 
weakened, but not quite taken away. But 
further we ſay, that our knowldge is be⸗ 
come plaine igno2ance , our light, dark- 
neſſe, our righteouſneſſe ſinfulneſſe, our 
libertie and freedome, ſeruitude and bon⸗ 
dage, the image of God, the image of Sa⸗ 
tan, that we are not onely depꝛiued of all 
goodneſſe, but further defiled with all 


naughtineſſe, that our fozmer power and 
abilitie was not onely ſhaken and weake⸗ 


mmm. 


| | 
but that we are vtterly become vnable x | 
impotent, to knowe oꝛ do any good thing, | 
and of all abilitie and readineſſe to commit | | 
all ſinne and wickedneſſe. Bolt iuſt then | 
and true is that accuſation wherwith Paul ;. 1% 
chargeth all mankinde in generall, that | 
there is none righteous no not one, that | 
there is none that vnderſtadeth none that | 
ſ(xketh God, that all are gone out of the : 


14 * Godly Sermon. 
way, that we are become altogether abho⸗ 
minable, that there is none that doth good, 


no not one, our mouth to be as an open ſe⸗ 


pulchꝛe, our tongues to be vſcd to deceit, 
the poyſon of aſpes to be vnder our lippcs, 
our mouth to be full of curſing-and bitter⸗ 
neſſe, our feete to be ſwift to ſhed blod,no- 
thing but calamitie and deſtruction to bee 
in our waycs,that we know not the waye 
of peace,no feare of God to be befoꝛe oure 


eyes. Thus it is apparant what the Apo⸗ 


ſtle S. Paul thought both of Je w and Gen⸗ 
tile, and in them of all men conſidered in 
hunſelfe, to be coꝛrupt abhominable with - 
out vnderſtanding, and thereof he conclu- 
deth he could not be iuſtifped by the lawe, 
but by faith in Jeſus Chꝛiſt. So that eui⸗ 
dent it is, ſauing to him that will not know 
ho the ſpirit of God hath in general mot 
plainely and plẽtifully depꝛiued the 
pꝛogenie of mã ot all knowledge of Goat 
all goodneſſe, yea of all abilitie to attaine 
there vnto, pet foꝛ our further aſſurance 
herein, & that this thing may be pet moꝛe 
manifeſt and cleare vnto vs, the holy ghoſt 
hath not only in this generall ſoꝛt, as I ſay 


in the beginning taught this ne, | 
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bath euen in particular ſo denyed that vn⸗ 
to vs, as it cannot but compel cuery man 
to confefſe the truth therof. Foꝛ to the ob 
taining oꝛ doing of any thing ther be the 
things requiſite , the minde fo thinke and 
conceine it, the will to atchiue it, and the 
execution thereof , And if any of theſe 
points be wanting, what can be perfours 
med oꝛ done by vs, but neither to doe, noz 
to will, neither pet to thinke, lyeth in our 
power, how farre are we therefo2c from 
baning power oꝛ abilitie, either to come ta 
the knowledge of Chꝛiſt, oꝛ to do any god 
thing. The firſt, Chꝛiſt himſelfe witnel⸗ 


ſeth in the firſt of Iohn, Sine me nihil pote- Tann. 1g. . 


fis facere, without mee ye are able to doe 


nothing. Saint Auguſtine weigheth # Auguff. in 
pꝛeſſeth theſe woꝛdes notably $3 Nen enim Loan. 


(inauit) ſine me difficulter poteſtu c. Chꝛiſt 
faith Auſtine: ſaith , not without mee ye 
can hardly do any thing, neither ſaid he 
without me ye cannot abſolue, or finiſh 
any thing , or doe any matter of great 
weight, but he ſaith ſimply without mee 
ye can do nothing. The power theres 
foze to do any thing is flatly denyed man 
in this place by the indgement of that aun⸗ 
3. V. i. cient 


he, 2.13. 


Cor. 3. 5. 
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tient and learned father. In like manner 
to will any thing, lyeth not in vs, but it 
commeth by the operation and wozking ol 
Gods ſpirit, So teſtiſieth the Apottle Paut 
in the ſecond to the Philippians, it is Goo 
which wozketh in vs both the will and the 
deve , and that euen of his gad pleaſure, 
that is of his mere mertie and good wilt 
toward vs. Af by the giftes and power of 
nature we were able to do this, the Apo⸗ 
file would not aſcribe it to the particular 
operation of God, -efpecially in them that 
be inffified, But pet further what femeth 
moꝛe free and at our libertie then thonght, 


pea, cut that alſo is denyed vs, ſo: to think 


any good thing, lyeth not in ds. So ſayeth 
the Apoſtle Paul in che ſeconde tothe Co- 
rinths: We are not ſuſſiciẽt of our ſelues, 
to thinke any thing as of our ſelues, but 
all our ſufficiencie is of God. Wherfoze, 


if both in generall ſoꝛt, the ſcripture thus 


vetermineth the naturall man to be no⸗ 


thing but darkneſſe; that in him there is 


no vnderſtanding, that his heart is as hard 
as à ſlone, that of himſelfe he is dead in 
ſinne and unrighteouſnes,thatheis not a- 
ble to perceine thole things, which apper⸗ | 


SO TERPEEPESTECONEEEUREECELAT 
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taine to the ſpirite of God, that they cans 
not once enter into his heart o: minde:dut 
alſo in particular ſo2t doth den ye him the 
power to do, to will, oz ta think any thing} 
we may well conclude againſt the Phtlo+ 
wphers, Pelagians, and Papiſtes with 
aur Sauioutr Chꝛiſt, that fleſh + bloud hath 
not reueiled either to Peter, og to any o⸗ 
ther ol the childꝛen of God, neither pet can 
do, either in whole oz in parte, that Chaiff 
is the lining God; which confeſtion-rons 
taineth the ſunnne of Chꝛiſtian retigion. 
What then is the true and perfect tauſe of 
this knowlodge; whenloener-we attatne 
thereunto, that is expꝛeſled allo vnto vs 
by Chꝛiſt in p Cuangeliſt, to be God, who 
openeth + reuealeth this vnto ds:ſdꝝ as ha 
denpeth it to tleſh and bloude, ſo doeth he a⸗ 
ſcribe the tauſe thereof to his Father 
which is in Peauen. Foz confirmation 
whereof although many, J map ſape in⸗ 
finite teſtimonpes map ber bzought out 
of the holye @criptaros , pet foz that 
the declaration. of the fozmer poynte, 
bath beene the p2oofe of this in ſoclcare 


| matter, it ſhat be ſufficient to auouche 
| one 0; two manifeſt places „ foz the 


B. ij. further 


Dei. 3c. C. 


further eſtabliſhmg thereof, Among other, 
that which is ſayde by Ezechiel, mut 


| Exch.;6,26 


* 
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needes moſt manifeſtly, and clearcly bez 
clare and pꝛoue this point. Foꝛ the P20- 
phet ſhewing what great mercies and bes 
neũtes he would beſtowe vpon his peo- 
ple, he pꝛomiſeth a newe heart will 3 
giue you, a ne we ſpirit wil J put within 
vou, 2 J wilt take the ſtonie heart aut of 
pour bodie, and will giue vou an heart of 
lleſh. And J will put my Spirite within 
vou, and cauſe vou to walk in my ſtatutes, 
and ye ſhall keepe my imdgements and dos 
them. In which woꝛdes Ezechiel attri⸗ 
buteth the whole wozke ol our regenera⸗ 
tion vnto the gift of God, he it is that ta⸗ 
keth away that olde ſtonie heart, where⸗ 
by we are giuen to all iniquitie, and har d⸗ 
neffs from giuing care vnta any cõᷣmaun⸗ 
dement of God, + he giueth a newe heart, 
an heart of fleſh, whereby we become apt 
to receiue the tommaundements of God, 
a new ſpirite. which leadeth vs, boch to the 
knowledge of the will of God, and to the 
obedience thereof Likewiſe Moſes in 
Deuteronomie, ſetting fooꝛth the great 
mi ol God to his people a 
cribet 


„„ ne. 
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tribeth the circrunciſton of the heart to the 
operation and woꝛking of the'Lozve. Foz 
God pꝛomiſeth, that if they returne vntb 
him, and obey his voice, the Loꝛd God ſhal 
tirtumtiſe their heartes, and the heart of 
their ſeede after them, that they may long 
the Loꝛde their God with all their heart, 
with all their foule , And to conclude this 
matter which neveth no further p2oofe, 


that which p Guangelift Saint lohn WW 1. f. 12, 


teth in the firlt of his Goſpell, ho we ium 
peth it with this that our Eugelitt aFirs 
meth here, and how ecivently doth it con- 
firme both thoſe pointes wee haue herets 
ode vpon, where he afſenereth that ſich 
as recetued -Chaift x beleenedin his names 
were boꝛne not of bloud, no? of the wit of 
fleſh, no2 of the will of man but of God. 
By Which wo2ds both the knowledge of 
Chꝛiſt, and the beleuing in his name is 
denyed to man, x giuen ko God alone. The 
verie woꝛde daershUdut vſed here of our G⸗ 
uangeliſt, being well weyed doth ſukici⸗ 
ently argue, that all heanenly things are 
hid from vs, vntil they be opened and ma⸗ 
nifclked by God, Foꝛ this wozd being at- 
tributed vnto God, doth ugniſie a reues⸗ 
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ling by him of ſuch things as were quite 
befoꝛe hiddenfrs our knowledge e vnder- 
ſtanding, Now if this general doctrin ſhall 


Denn. 18.30. he pꝛoued by particularcrample, what can 


be required foz the further certaintie and 
truth hereof. Moſes in the 29. of Deut. ob⸗ 
bꝛaideth p people of Iſrael foꝛ their obliuis 
r foꝛgetfalnes ofthe grates t merties god 
had ſhe oed them in the land or Egypt, pet 
ther withal he there noteth, that they could 
not take any p2ofit by theſe things but tho- 
rough the woꝛking & goodnes of God. Pe 
haue ſcen,ſayth Moſcs,al that the Lo2d did 
befo2e your eyes in the land of gypt, vnto 
Pharao t vnto al his ſeruãts, æ vnto al his 
land, The great temptations which thine 
eyes haue ſeen thoſe great miracles # won⸗ 
ders, pet the Loꝛde hath not giuen you an 


Chꝛiſt hauing taught many things by pas 
rables, his diſciples came to him and des 
maunded why he ſpake thus in parables, 


Man. 13. 30. he made anſwere, becauſe it is giue to ou, 


to know the ſecrets ol the kingdom of hea⸗ 
uen, but to them it is not giuen, therefoꝛe 
| (peak A vnto th in parables becauſe they 
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heart to perceiue, t cycs to ſ&,and eares fo | 
heare vnto this day. And in p 13, of Math. 
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ſeeing do not ſee, & hearing they heare not, 
neither vnderſtand ec. Thus we ſee how d 


people of Iſrael although they ſawo ß great 
wonders g miracles, which God did foz 


them in Egypt, not withſtãding they reap 
no cõmoditie therby, becauſe the Loꝛde did 


not open their eyes to behald them to pꝛo⸗ 
fit, neither pet their eares to. attende vnto 
ſuch things, oꝛ their hart t mind to tõteiue 
the godnes of God, x obedience t thankful- 


nes, which they aught to perfourme vnto 


God thertoꝛe. The diſciples of Chiiſt, they 
vmderſtad the doctrine ol Chꝛiſt, they pꝛo⸗ 
fited x encreaſed in knowledge therby, but 
wyy oꝛ by what meanes? becaufe to them 
it was giuen to knows the ſectetes of ths 
kingdom ol God. The Jewes they wers 
not able to perceiue the doctrine of Chꝛiſt, 
they learned nothing therby, but rau her be 
tame moꝛe blind ⁊ obſtinate, the reaſon is 
added, becauſe to them it 18 not giuen. Do 
that it wholy dependeth vpon the gift of 
God, Cleophas and the other diſciple 


in the 24. Chapter of Luke, when Chꝛiſt r. : K 
_ ouertooke them going to Emaus, although 45. 


Chziſte rebuked them faz their ſlowe⸗ 
nede in belæuing all that the Pꝛophetes 


Ar EL 


47.16.14. 
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had ſpoken . And accompanying them bes -- 


gan at Moſes and the Pꝛophets, and ins 
terpꝛeted vnto them in all the Scriptures 
the thinges which were witten of him, 


pet were their eyes ſo holden that they 


kne we him not, whome befoze they had 
often ſcene, neither pet vnderſtood they 
the Scripturcs vntill ſuch time as God o⸗ 
pened their eyes and vnder ſtanding both 
to knowe him and vnderſtande the Scrip- 
ture. Cuen as the diſciples of our das 
uiour Chuſt had no knowledge, no vnder⸗ 
ſtanding vntill God gaue it them: ſo fa⸗ 
reth it with all the reſt of the childꝛen of 
God, heare they neuer ſo much his Apo⸗ 
ftles pꝛeache, yea, Chꝛiſt himſelte perſo⸗ 
nally ſounding in their cares : pet ercept 
the Lo2de open our heartes and mindes, 
as he did Lydia the ſicke womans in the 
Aces, it auapleth not one iot , wherefo2e 
fleſh and bloud reuealeth not Chꝛiſt vnto 
vs, but our Father which is in heauen. 

It remayneth nowe we weigh and con⸗ 
ſider, what commoditie and pꝛoſite wee 
ought to reape by this doctrine, 4 to what 
vſe it ought to ſerue vs, Firſt, if God be 
the anthour and fountaine and ſole giuer 
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tr all knowledge, faith and all other hea⸗ 
nenly gifts, it muſt kindle in vs, an earneſt 
and feruent deſire to pꝛaper, to deſire him 
to giue vs knowledge and fayth , and vn⸗ 
derſtanding, foꝛ that other wayes we can⸗ 
not attaine there vnto. The tonſideration 
of this heretofo2e, hath moued the ſaintes 
of God, to be feruente in p:ayer vnto al- 
mighty God fo2 the obtaining of theſe gra⸗ 
tes. Among others, how often and how ve- 
| bemently doth the Pꝛophet Dauid pꝛape 
| fo2 this at Gods hands,as in the 119 Pſal, P/al.1 19,18, 
| Open thou mine cies O Loꝛd, that J may 27.333.356. 
ſee the wond2ons things of thy law, make 36. 
me to vnder ſtand the wap of thy comman⸗ 
dements, ſo ſhall J talke of thy wondꝛous 
wozkes, And againe: Teach me O Loꝛde 
the way of thy ſlatutes and J ſhall kecpe 
| it vnto the end, giue me vnder ſtanding, and 
| hall kepethy law, make me to goe into 

the path of thy commaundements, encline 

my hart to thy teſfimomes, c. and in the 

51, Pfalme, that God would make him a / gr. 
; cleanc heart, and renewa right ſpirit with 

in him that he would thꝛoughly waſh him 
and clenſe him from his ſinne. And the A- 

poſtle &, Paul pꝛapeth not onlye fo: him⸗ 


Fpbe.r,rC, 


4 17.18. 


bk the wape of Gods commaundementes, 
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ſcife, but fo2 the Churche of the Ephel - 


ans, that the GD Dot our Lode, Je» 
ſas Chꝛiſte, the father of giozr might peeld 


vnto them the ſpirite of wiſedome and vn⸗ 


derſtanding, thꝛough the knowledge ol 
hun that the eyes of their vnder ſtanding 
mape ber lightened, that they maye 


kna we the hope ol his calling, and what 


the riches of his gloꝛious inheritaunce 


is in the @aintes , | Theſe thinges as 
the opening of the eyes, the vnder ſtanding 


the making vs to goe in the path of them, 
the creating of a cleane hearte, the 


renewing of a righte ſpirite , the clen-! 


fing of ſinne , the inclination of ourt 
heartes to his teſtimonies, they W 
not haue craued ſo conſtantlye at Gods 
bande, by earneſt and humble pzayer if 
they had not bene perſwaded they came 
onelpe from him, to be his mere giftes. 
Secondlpe, as the meditation of this 
oughte to make vs to pꝛape to obtapne, 
ſo hauing attepned by his gadneſſe to 


| 


anye of theſe beneſites, it ſhoulde er 


cate vs alſo to thankefulneſſe after tha 
cxampls of all Gads Childzen , and 
| * of 


' of our Sanioure Chailke , who gineth 


the wiſe and men of vnderſtanding, and 


greate care in vſing them tos encreaſe 


pꝛeached and taughte vs, to eſchew cuill, 
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thankes to his father Loꝛde of heauen and 85 
earth,becauſc he hadhid his goſpell from 


had opened it to babes . Thirdelye ha⸗ 
ung recepued anpe lighte of knowledge 
and graces of G O D, wer muſt haue a 


his giftes in vs, to pzonoke God thzongh 

our thankefnineſſe to beſtowe his mer⸗ 

cyes in moſte humble manner vppon vs. 24.13.15. 
Foz whoſoener hath , to him ſhall bee 

muen, but whoſocuer hath not, from 

him ſhall bee taken awaye , euen that 

whiche hee hath, it cannot, neyther 

oughte it to ingender floothfulnefſe in 

vs, becauſe GDD giueth and woz⸗ 

keth all in all: foꝛ moſte true and ex⸗ 

ccllent is that warning whiche Sapnte 
Auguſtine giueth in his Boke De correp- Ang. de c- 
tione & gratia. Non ſe itaqve fallant qui di- cpν⁰ gras 
cunt ,vt quid nobis predicatur, c. That is: 
Let not (ſapth Auguſtine) them deceius | 
themſelaes , who ſaye , Wherefv2e is it | 


| 


and to doe god, if wee doe it not, but it 
be GO D which wozketh in vs, both the 


| Anguſt de 
| bono perſcue 


rant. cap. 


43 6 
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will and the deede, but rather let the faith⸗ 
full know that they are led with the ſpirit 
of God, that they may doe, that they 
ought to doe, and when they haue done 
it, they may giue thanks to him that cau- 
ſed them, for they are driuen to the ende 
they ſhould endeuour to worke, not that 
they ſhould doe nothing themſelues. 

Fourthlp, and laſt of all this putteth vs in 
minde of our owne want and imperfection 
of our blindneſſe and ignozaunce, wherbp 
we are dꝛiuen to acknowledge our owne 
miſer pe, to humble our ſelues bofoꝛe the 
Loꝛde, to pꝛapſe God in his giftes, we ſee 
in our bꝛother, and not to contemn and de⸗ 
ſpiſe them whome we ſ& to want, no2 to 
be pꝛoude and loftie fo2 any thing in vs, 
but to geue the whole pꝛaiſe and glo2ye to 
God alone, Thus noteth Auguſtine verye 
well in his boke De bono perſeucrantia.C 4p. 
63 C6, Nos volumus, ſed Deus operatur in 
nubbis velle,nos operamuryſed Deus peratur in 
nobis, cc. that is: Me will, but God wo2- 
keth in vs to will, we doe, but God woꝛ⸗ 
keth in vs the deed after his good pleaſure, 


this is p;ofitable fo2 vs to beleeue and to 


lap, that is godly and true,that our confeſ- 


N 2 2 


S « & 


\ godly Sermon. 27 


ſion may be humble and lowly, x the whole 
may be giuen to God, and in his ſixte chap⸗ 
ter of the ſame boke he ſapth, 7 utiores vi- 
uimus ſi totum Deo da mus, non autem nos illi 
ex parte, e nobis ex parte committimus, wee 
line oz deale the ſafelier if we giue the 
whole to God, and not partlye to him, and 
partly to our ſelues. The Apoſtle S. Paule 
hercof beateth downe the pꝛide and vain⸗ 
glo2pe of the Coꝛinthian Docto2s in that 


whatſoeuer they had they had recctuedit of :.Cor.4.7; 


God, Fo2 ſo he reaſoneth, What haſt thou 
that thou haſt not receiued, if thou haſt re⸗ 


teiued, why reioyceſt thou as though thou 


hadſt not receiued it? If the knowledge of 
this doctrine, woꝛk theſe effects in vs, then 
thall we haue learned this leſſon, that 
Chꝛiſt here teacheth vs, to god purpoſe o⸗ 
ther wiſe it ſhall auaile vs no moꝛe then 
tote the meate whereof we may not ferde, 
ſhall nouriſh our bodies, oꝛ to bcholde the 
gold which we may not vſe, ſhal ſerue our 
turne. To conclude, on this part one onelpe 
caueat is to be giuen, that we take herde, 
that we abuſe not this doctrine and maner 
of ſpeeche,as the Euthuſtaſts, Anabaptiſts. 
and the fannly of Loue, to the contemning 
0 
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oꝛ neglecting of the pꝛeaching of the woꝛd 
of God, who fo2 as muche as here and in 
diuerſe places beũdes, it is ſayde that Gon 
reucaleth the miſleries of his kingdom vn⸗ 
to vs, and woꝛketh all things by his holpe 
ſpirit, therot haue they condemned the vo⸗ 
call pꝛeaching of the woꝛd, and haue ficd to 
pꝛiuat inſpirations, reuelatids, dꝛeames, 
and fantaſies, whereby they haue ben lead 
into diuers dangerous hereſtes. But wee: 
mult thts learn t vnderftad, that although 
god reueleth his wil vnto vs, and wozketh 
both knowledge t fayth by his holy ſpirit, 
vet doth hee it not, but by that meanes hes 
hath appointed, that is by the miniſterie of 
| &/9.59.r. his wo2d,and therefoze Eſai the Pꝛophet 
| ioineth in the pzomiſe of God made, both 
the wo2d and the ſpirite together. Py ſpi⸗ 
rite that is vpon ther, and my woꝛds which 
J haue put in thy mouth, ſhall not departs 
out of thy mouth, of thy ſced,no2 out of the 
mouth of 5ᷣ ſed of thy ſeede(ſayth the Lo2d) 
from hencefoꝛth fo2 euer. Where we ſer he 
iopneth both p wozd e the ſpirit together, 
| they are not to be ſundered, The Apoſtle 
Nu. 10. 14. Paul plainly teacheth to the Nomains, that 
1. no man can beleeue in him of young — | 
| at 


n: 


he led captiuitie captiue, t gauc gifts vnto 


our ſaluation. paul in the 5 to the The. Theſ.5.19 
nians, giueth warning that we quench not 
the ſpirit, but therewithal he ioyneth y we 


ge was rapte vp vnto the thu de Veauen, 
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hathnotheard;and that they cannot Heare 
without a pzearher, that faith commethby 
hearing. and hearing by the woꝛde of God, 
And in the 4 to the Eyheſians, he teſtifieth, 7% 41%. 
that when Chziſt aſcended vp into heauen, 


men, that he thercfoze gane ſame to be A- 
poſtles,fome pꝛophets, and ſome Euange⸗ 
liſts, ſome paſtoꝛs, and teachers, to what 
end! he expꝛelloth it to p gathering togither 
el the ſaints, ſoꝛ þ wok of the miniſter p, x 
fo2 þ btiilding vp ofthe body of Chꝛiſt. It 
teleefe faith in him catinot come but by 
hearing the wozd of god pꝛeached, t his mi⸗ 
niſters in his church be appointed by him, 
that the ſaints might haue all thinges nes 
ceffarie to the edifying of the bodye ol 
Chꝛiſt, what impietie is in theſe Anas 
baptiſticall ſpirites cyther to condemn 02 
neglect this ſo excellent not only an inſtru⸗ 
ment, but euen the ſole oꝛdinarpe meancs 
God hath appointed to his church, to woꝛk 


deſpiſe not pꝛophecying he himſelf though 


where 


t. Cor. 12. 1. 


1. Tim. 4. 13. 


Luc. 24.47. 


Alf. 18.14. 
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where he hearde woꝛdes which cannot bee 
ſpoken, which are not poſſible foz man to 
vlter, pet did he not therefoze bꝛoche anye 
new reuclations oz dꝛeames, but confir⸗ 
med his doctrine by the teſtimonie of the 
law and the Pꝛophets. He exhoꝛteth his 
ſcholer Timothie to giue attendance vnto 
reading, to exhoꝛtation, to doctrine, to lear⸗ 
ning, and to continue therein to ſaue him⸗ 
ſelſe and thein that ſhould heare him. God 


reuealed vnto Peter and the reſt of the a ⸗ 


poſtles, that he was the ſonne of the liuing 
God, but by pꝛeaching ſo vnto Cleophas 
and the other Diſciple going to Emaus, ex⸗ 


pounding the Law and the P2ophets , ha 


opened the doctrine of his paſſion. God ope⸗ 
ned the heart of Lidia, connerted her vnto 
Chꝛiſtianitie, but by Paules mimifferic. 
Wherefo:e although God reuealeth all 
thinges,yet is not the ſpirite to be ſeuered 
from thc woꝛd neither yet the wo2d from 
the ſpirite, God doth viſe both theſe inſtru⸗ 
ments iopntly, And thus much fo2 the firik 
park, 

The ſecond point J ſayd we had to con- 
ſider was, what the foundation and rocke 
is, where vpon the Church ol God is * 

| 0; 
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.fo2 that is expꝛeſſed in the 18 verſe, Thou 
art Peter, and bpon this rock J will builde 
my Church, and the gates of hel ſhal not o⸗ 
uertome it. Concerning the true meaning 


and ſence of theſe woꝛdes, what it is that 


Chꝛiſt appointeth to be that rock, where- 
vpon he will build his Church, there is no 
ſmall variance between vs and the church 
of Rome. Te acco2ding to the tenoꝛ of tho 
reſt of the ſcriptures, and circtumſtance cf 
the place affirme,that Chꝛiſt by this woꝛd 
Petra.a Kocke,meancth that whiche Peter 
confeſſed, whiche was Chꝛiſte himſelke. 
But the Popiſhe Cleargie to cffabliſhe 


the authoꝛitie of the Biſhop of Rome, and 


his ſuperioꝛitie, power and dominion ouer 
all other churches, hath applied this ſaping 
of our Sauioure Chꝛiſt vnto Peter alone, 
making him that Rocke, whereof Chꝛiſt 
here ſpeaketh, againſt which the gates ol 
Pell cannot pꝛeuaile, affy2ming that 
Chꝛiſt in this place hath giuen by theſe 
woꝛdes a certayne chiefetie and pꝛehemi⸗ 
nente to Peter aboue all other Apoſtles, 
and made him the foundation and heade ol 
his church here in earth and his vicar ge⸗ 
nerall foz the gouernmente thereof, en- 
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duing him with cſpectall power and au⸗ 
thozitie aboue all others. Mhiche exe 
poſition as alſo Article of Religion, to 
bee moſt vnt rue being the mayne poſke 
of their religion, and ſuche an Articte 
of fapyth, the whiche who beleucth not; 
(as they ſaye)cannot' bee ſaued, and this 
place being vſed of them all, eſpeciallpe a⸗ 
boue all others, as the cheefeft-fo2 the 
confirmation of the @np2emacye , and 
authozitie of the Biſhop of Rome it 


ſhall not bee amiffe, being apparante ſi⸗ 


thens this Pꝛogreſſe, that howſoener 
this Doctrine hath bene heretofo2c beas 
ten downe, that notwithſtanding it res 
mayneth rated in many mens mindes; 
it ſhall be expedient to ſhew and declare 
this their interpꝛetation to be erroneous; 
and their collection vaine and frinolons; 
Thich J will doe firſt by the very wozds 
and circumftaunce- of the place. @econdly 
by that, this their expoſition is contrarye 
to the expꝛeſſe woꝛdes of the Scripture, 
and rules of Fayth. Thirdelp, by the o⸗ 
pinion and p2actiſe of the Apoſttes, And 
laſt of all by the iudgement, and interp2e- 
tattonoftheantient and learned Fathers, 
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and pꝛactiſe of their age. Firſte, that 
euen the verye woꝛdes cf the Texte do 
argue, that when Chꝛiſt ſayth vppon this 
Nocke J will builde my Church, by this 
worde betrra a Rocke , he meaneth not 
the perſon of Peter the Apoſtle, but that 
which Peter confeſſed, which was Chꝛiſte 
it maye appeare by this in that it pleaſed 
the holye Ghoſte, the Euangeliſt thoulds 
alter and chaunge the name „E into =: 
when as hee mighte haue vſcd the ſelfe 
ſame wo2de to expꝛeſſe that their mea⸗ 

ning to make Peter the Rock wherevp⸗ 

on he would ud build his church, foꝛ although 

the woꝛd d and we doe agree in ſigniũ⸗ 

catio,m that both of them by interp2ctatis 

doth ſigniſi a fone oꝛ rock: yet the alterati⸗ 

on chãge of p woꝛd in p2opaicty of ſpeech 

t termination in gender, e in conſtruction 

of perſõ doth unpo2t that the holy ghoſt by 

theſe diuerſe wo: ds would mean a diners 

thing. Fo2 the one woꝛd is nomen atti- 
cum „ after the pꝛopꝛietie of the Attike 

tongue, the other mrex ig nomen communis 
lingua, after p pꝛopꝛiety of y vulgar tõgue, 

the one wo2d is the maſculine gender, the 
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differeth, ſoꝛ from the ſecond perſon he go⸗ 
eth to the third, he ſaith not , pd 
thee Peter, but # =» 77 %, pon this rock 
By this var ietie and change it is plain the 
Euangeliſt ment to expꝛeſſe ſome diuerſe 
thing, other wile it nerded not to haue made 
any alteration at all, there is no doubte 
theretoꝛe but the holye ghoſt vpon pur⸗ 
poſe, did alter and chaunge the woꝛde 
mt into re cuen to auopde that erroure 
that mighte be gathered thereof, ik 
Chꝛiſte woulde haue taughte vs in this 
place ſo weightye an Article of oure 
Fayth , as that is, (as they make it) 
that Peter muſte bee the Heade of the 
Churche, vppon whome excepte wee bes 
builte we cannot bee ſaued, hee woulde 


not in declaration thereof, ſo haue va⸗ 


ried from his oꝛdinarie name her gaue 
him, ſeeing it mighte ſo well haue ſer⸗ 
ued the turne, and by whiche hee mighte 
plapnely haue declared this grounde of 
Fapth. Wherefoze by the wo2zde mi77« 
is meante not the Perſon of Peter, but 
Cbꝛiſte, whome Peter confeſſed and be⸗ 
letied on. | 
mediatelye befoze in the fozmer verſe, 


Es 


— 


Fo2 whiche cauſe Peter im⸗ 
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was p2onounced bleſſed by our ſauioure 
* | Chyiſte , foꝛ that GD D had opened 
0 | and rcuealed vnto him, that Chzifte 
KR | wasthe ſonne of the lining G O D, and 
further fo2 the knowledge and beleele 
e | hereof, hee did not oncly terme him bleſs 
TC | ſed, but hee alſo gaue him another name, 
2 | that whercas befoze hee was called Si- 
mon Bar Iona , he ſhoulde nowe be 
be | named = that is a Nocke, accoꝛding 
eas hee had pꝛomiſed in the firfte of John, 
if | becauſe her knewe and belceued in tho 
iS | Rocke, vpon whiche not onlpe hee, but the 
re | whole Churche of GO D ſhoulde bee 
5) | builte, Foz her was ſo namedof Chzilt, 
he | not becauſe her ſhoulde bee Perra the rock, 
W% | wherevppon the Congregation of God 
de f ſhoulde ber builded, but her was called 
as } we becauſe hee was builte vpon that 
ue Nocke whereon the Churche ſhould be 
79 | founded . Verte whiche is the Nocke (as ,,,,- fee 
te | Auguſtine ſayth) hath not his name of Pe- 1. 4 verbo 
of ter, but Peter of Perra the Rocke, as Chꝛiſt dun. 
mga hath not his name of a Chꝛiſtian, but a 

ut | Chziſtian of Chꝛiſte, and Sainte le- „ ng. 

rome affirmeth that Peter had his name 5720. 

m⸗ of This us is Chꝛiſt, whiche name 
le, C.ij agre 


e 
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agreeth not onely to the perſon of Peter, 
but vnto all Chꝛiſtians and faythfull 
people, which belæue in this Nocke, and 
hold the ſame fapth and confeſſion Peter 
did. Whoſocucr ccafclicth and belceueth 
that Chꝛiſt is the ſonne ofthe liuing God, 
as he did, is a Peter. Therfoꝛe Icrome vp- 
teremin b. 4. On the ſixt of Amos, termeth al Cheiſts A- 
mon. poſtles Peters: And Origen plainlp teiti⸗ 
1 fieth, that if we atfirme and confeſſe that 
n 244% Chꝛiſt is the ſonne of the lining God as 
Peter did, then are we Peters, and ſhall db- 
taine the ſame felicitie that he hath obtay- 
ned becauſe our confeſſion and belefe is al 
one,and againe in the ſame place , if wee 
confeſſe Chꝛiſt to be the ſonne of the lining 
god, the father reuealing it vnto vs, it ſhal 
bee ſaydofeche one of vs, thou art Peter, 
and vpon thee will J build my congrega- 
tion, euery man is petra a Rock, that is, a 
follower of Chꝛiſt. Thus muche Origen, 
By whome it is playne that Peter was ſo 
named becauſe ofthe Rock he belened in, 
not fo2 that hee was to be the foundation 
ofthe church: and that alſo, that name fo 


Peter alone, but vnto all the faithfull, 
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and no maruaile , fo2 it is an vſuall 
thing fo the pꝛoperties of Chzifte to 
be attributed to all his childzen, as 
chꝛiſte is called a ſtone, ſo are his peo- 
pe and ſeruauntes named lyuelpe ſtenes 
y participation, as they are the lighte of 
e woꝛlde, and ſalteof the earth, becauſe 
ſalt and lighte that they haue is deri⸗ 
Rat and pꝛoceedeth from him. And as 
we are called righteous, becauſe chꝛiſte 
is dur righteouſneſfe and wiſcdoitie,fo are 
lee fearmed Rockes becauſe by him we 
arg ſo made, being the true, perkecke 
and ſounde Nocke. Wherefo2e if Peter 
be p2onounced bleſſed, onely becauſe of 
the confeſſion her made, and that his name 
was chaunged from Simon vnto Peter, 
foꝛ that cauſe alone, and that his name 


| agreeth to all chꝛiſtians, who holde and 


make the ſane conkeſſion her did, as 
well as vnto him, then is it apparante 
by the o2der and Sequel of the Texte, 
and truth of the matter, that the Kocke 
whereon chꝛiſte will builde his churche, 
is not the perſon of Peter, no ifoꝛe then 
it is the perſon of anye other Apolkle. 


but that whereby both Peter, und other 


C. liij. faiths 
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faythfull, ſhall be come both bleſſed and ma 
Peters, Fo2if wee marke the oꝛder and the 
courſe of the Dialogue betweene Cheꝛiſt, not 
and his Diſciples firſt wee may obſerue, ter 
that the Queſtion is pꝛopounded not to wi 
Peter alone, büt generallpe vnto all, be 
whome doe pe ſape that J am. And a⸗ not 
gayne, Chꝛiſt demaunded not what they fou 
thought of Peter, but what they thoughte col 
of him, ſo that in Þ reſpect we cannot ima⸗ tet 
gine any eſpeciall thing ment, and inten- | Ft 
ded toward Peter moꝛe the any other, Foz | to 
in that he made aun\ſwere alone, that was ou 
in the perſon of them all, to auoide confuſi- fre 

. , on and declare vnitie, as Ciprian ſayth, he thi 
Fliorelar, was but their mouth, S alſo Auſtin ſaith | ar 
' Auguſt. ſerm, Petrus ſæpe v reſpondit pro omnibus, CFC, ab 
{ 21.de verbo Peter oftentimes made aunſwere for all, fo 
duni. theLordaſking and ſaying whomeſayye | w 


that I am, peter anſwered, Thou art the ge 
ſonne of the liuing god, he only gaue an- 
{were for many. to declare vnity in many. th 


And what was the cofeſſis of Peter, it was co 
chat Christ was the ſon ol the liuing God, di 
this coͤnfeſliõ was appꝛoued # commended | fa 
df Chꝛilt, not the perſon of Peter, but in re⸗ I 
Pert of the confeſſion, herewithall _ 1 
1 marke 
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marke what happened immediatly after 
the concluſion of the dialogue vnto Peter, 
nothing can be moꝛe plaine than that Pe- 
ter cannot be that rocke whereupon God 
will build his Church, foꝛ that rocke muſt 
be ſuch againſt winch the gates of hell can 
not pꝛeuaile, how can Peter then be that 
foundation, who immediatlp after this 
confeſſion fell ſo arienouſly , that he was 
termed of our Sauiour Chꝛiſt, Satan. 

Foꝛ Peter diſwading him from going vp 
to Ieruſalem, to accompliſh the woꝛke of 
our redemption, he ſaide vnto him, away 
from me Satan, thou ſauoureſt not the 
things that are of God, but the things that 
are of men. And after warde he denped x 
abiured his Maſter, he was farre there⸗ 
foze from being that vnmouable rocke, 
which could not be ſhaken, ſuch an one a⸗ 
gainſt which the gates of hell could not 
pꝛeuaile, ſo then to conclude this pointe, if 
the change and alteration of the woꝛd and 
conſtruction may argue the meaning of a 
diuerſe thing, when otherwiſe the ſelfe 
ſame woꝛde might haue better and plain⸗ 
lyer declared that ſo weightie and neceſſgo 
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thatis of Peters ſupꝛemacie, if the blelſeds: 
nelle of Peter and the name be obtained of. 
Chꝛiſt, and that the came be not only pꝛo⸗ 
per to Peter but vnto all who ſhal in like 
manner lay holde vpon that rocke and pꝛo⸗ 
kelle the ſame faith, if the whole courſe of 
the dialogue be directed not to know Pe⸗ 
ters opinion alone, but of them all, what 
they thought, not of Peter, but of our Sa⸗ 
uiour Chꝛiſt, and to canfirme them in that 
firme and ſtedfaſt faith, they had in him a⸗ 
gainſt all troubles and perſecutions, that 
thould after enſue , and with all to haue g 
publike teſtimonie of them all, that they 
had a better and truer opinion of him, then 
the common multitude, if the rocke wher⸗ 
on Gods Church muſt be founded, muſt 
be ſuch an one as cannot be ſhaken by any 
foꝛce and ſubfiltie of Satan, and Peter ag 
bath appeared, was ſo weakened at di⸗ 
uerſe times, that he was ouertome almoſt 
foʒ euer. J may well ſaye, that euen the 
woꝛdes, and circumſtante of the place, 
both euict that Peter is not made that petra 
the rocke vpon the which the Church is to 
be built. But pet that this may be fur⸗ 
cher out ol doubt, if we well weigh the als 
wth ſertion 
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ſertlon of dur Nomiſh Catholikes, we that: 
finde it to be tontrarie to the expꝛeſſe 
wo2des of the Scripture, and the doctrine 
of the holie Ghoſt in other places, yea, and 
to the analogie and rules of faith. Saint 
Paul in the 1. to the Corinthians, finding}, c 
fault with the Corinthians, who were de⸗ 
nided by chooſing to themſelues ſundꝛie 
docto2s and teachers, whome they would 
beare and followe . Some ſaping Jam 
Panles, another, Jam Apollos, another, 
Jam Cephas, ę the fourth, J am Chriſtes, | 
he flatly ſetteth downe, that fundemenrun i. cer. j. rt. 
aliud nemo ponere poteit , preter id quod poſi- 
tum el, Ieſum Chriſtum, Other foundati- 
on can no man lay then that which is 
laid, which is Ieſus Chriſt, If onelp 
Akt be the foundation and no other: It 
neither Paul, no2 Apollo, no2 Cephas, 
ought to be ſo accompted, how can they 
challenge this pꝛerogatiue vnto Peter, 
being denyed ſo expꝛeſſely vnto him oz 
vnto anp other . Paul affirmeth, that .f. 155 | 
GO D hadmade all things ſubiect vn⸗ 1 
der Chꝛiſtes feete „ and appointed him as 
boue all things the head of the Churche, 
which is his bodie, and of what kinde of 
| » bodig 


phe.y. 30. | 
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bodte that he declareth alſo in the fifth of 
the ſame Epiſtle, of his fleſh + his bones, 
fo2 ſaith he, Chꝛiſt nouriſheth and cheri⸗ 
ſheth his Church, becauſe we are mem⸗ 
bers of his bodie, fleſh and bones, wheres 
foꝛe if the Church be the bodie of Chꝛiſt, 
and God hath appointed Chꝛiſt to be the 
head thereof, and that head be of the ſame 
nature and ſubſtance, of the ſame fleſh and 
bone, the reſt of the bodie is: what cauſe 
is there to make any other head, except we 
ſhould thinke either that one head not to 
be ſufficient to giue life, and to rule the 
bodie, oꝛ to be to mightic and of to great 
rule and authoꝛitie, and therefoꝛe do ad⸗ 
toyne another thereunto, as when two 
Conſuls o: Cæſares be created of one 
place, the one to ab2zidge p others power 
and might. But neither of theſe inconue⸗ 
niences can be feared in Chꝛiſt, and ther⸗ 
foze we nerde not to aſſigne another head 
to his bodie, Beſides the head of þ Church 
is that part ofthe bodie which giueth life, 
nouriſheth and augmenteth the whole bo⸗ 
die of the faithfull vnto eternall life , but 


who doth oz can perfoꝛme this but onely 
Chzilt : euen as amancherilheth his own 
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fleſh, ſo nouricheth he the Church which 
conſiſteth of his own ficth and bone as the 
Apoſtle Paul tcſtificth , he therefoze is the 
onely head. There is the ſame reaſon be- 
tweene Chꝛiſt and his church, that is be- 
twerne man and wife, as the ſame Apo⸗ 
ſtle teſtifieth „ fo2 as the huſbande is the 
wines head, ſo Chꝛiſt is the head of the 
church, as the church is in ſubiection to 
Chꝛiſt:ſo the wines to their huſbands, As 
Chꝛiſt loued his church, lo wiues their 
huſbands, As wiues are their hulbandes 
fleſh: ſo is the church the fleſh of Chꝛilt. 
So that then, he that is the head ol the 
church is the huſband and ſpouſe thereof, 

Foz, therefoꝛe he is the head becauſe he is 
the huſband, but there is but one huſband 
thercfoze whoſoener ſhall make any other 
head of the church then Chꝛiſt, mult alſo 
make another huſbande , if another huſ⸗ 
band, then an adulterer and the church an 
harlot, fo2 one wife cannot haue two 
bꝛidegromes 02 huſbandes., Paul ſayth of 
the Corinthians, haue pꝛepared you foz 
one huſband, to pꝛeſent you a pure virgin 
to Ch2iff,4 Iohn Baptiſt in the Euangeliſt 
lohn ſapeth, he is the bzidegrome t his A- 
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poſtles be the only miniſters 4frindaof 
bꝛidegrome, they are only the makers or 
the mariage between Chꝛiſt t his church. 
Bow can peter then be accounted as the 
head of Gods church, Chꝛiſt himſelfe be⸗ 
ing the head and the huſband thereof: Let 
him therefoꝛe be eſteemed as a miniſter, 
frinde of the ſpouſe, as Chꝛiſt himlcife 
hath termed him and all the reſt ofthe Az 
poſtles, and no further. And ſurely it is 
not lightly to be regarded, that after Chꝛiſt 
had ſaid to Peter, thou art Peter, and vpon 
this rocke will J build my church, where: 
by they would eſtabliſh a chiefetie 4 pꝛe⸗ 
heminence giuen him ouer all other the 
Apoſtles and congregation of God, ariſing 
this controuerſie among them, which ol 
them ſhould be the greateſt , and that euen 
then, when he was readie to go to ſuffer, E 


ſeme) after the departure of Chꝛiſt, fome 
one of them ſhould be chief, and beare rule 
oner the reſt: euen then our Bainour 
Ch:ilt beateth downe vtterly; that con ⸗ 
teite and imagination of theirs, ſhewing 
that rule and ſoueraintie belongeth vnto 


Kings and Pzinces , The Kings ofthe 


depart from them, ſuppoſing (as it ſhoulde 
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Gentiles they reigne, they beare rule, 
they are called aratious Lo2des ; But ye 
ſhal not be ſo, if ſhal not be ſo among you, 
whofocuer. wilbe the chiefe among pon, 
let him be pour ſeruaunt, and he ſetteth 
bunſelfe an example befoze them, that he 
game not to haue ſeruite done vnto him, 
but to ſerue, and to giue his life fo2 the res 
demption of many. Yereby although it 
were the clpeciall purpoſe of our Sauiour 
Chaift to take away that ambition which 
reigned-in his diſciples by reaſon they 
dꝛeamed to obtaine by him an carthly and 
terreftriall kingdome, not withſtanding 
being ſo often occaſioned to declare tho⸗ 
rough their defire of ſoueraintie and rule, 
and eſpecially befoze his death k paſſion, 
whome after his death he would leaue his 
deputie and vicegerent of whome they 
thould depende and be gonerned, it may 
giue iuſt occaſion to thinke, that as when 
he was conuerſant with them in fleſh, he 
would not giue any ſupzemacie 02 pꝛehe⸗ 
minence to any one moꝛe than to another, 
but made them all equall, ſo alſo aſter his 
aſcenſion he would haue them ſo continue, 
eſpecially the reaſon of Chʒiſt being ſuch 
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as is appliable to the whole courſe of this 
life. This ſtrife and contention would not 
haue riſen, if they havknowne at any time 
Chꝛiſt had appointed Peter their chiefe x 
gouernour , 02 elſe might eaſily haue biene 
ended, if aunſwere had bene made by 
Chꝛiſt, that peter was he who ſhoulde be 
in his ſtead after his death. But what if 
this doctrine of theirs be contrary to the 
groundes of our faith, ſhall we think then 
their interpꝛetation to be true, if Peter be 
the rocke wheron the church is to be built, 
then muſt the church alſo .beleene in Peter, 
fo2 the church cannot be built but by faith 
and beliefe, but to bel&eue in Peter is to aſ⸗ 
cribe that to the creature, which onely is 
to be pelded vnto the creatoyr , and there- 
foe it cannot want great impietie to giue 
this vnto Peter which they doe. Beſides 
the church of God containeth the whole 
companie of the faithful, euen from the be⸗ 
| giinningof the woꝛlde vnto the ende, why 
chen if Peter be the rocke of the whole and 
vniuer ſall church ol Chꝛiſt, then mult the 
faithfull that were befoꝛe Peter was bozn 
be founded vpon Peter and depend on him 
as their head, but to affirme that, J think 
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tannot want abſurditie, therefoꝛe except 
you will make euen the viſible church ol 
God to haue had many viſible heads, this 
their aſſertion muſt pꝛooue but a vaine 
imagination. It we further call to minde 
that which Paul waiteth of Peter, that hee 
was the Apoſtle of the Iewes onely , and 
Paul himſelfe the Apoſtle of the Genriles, 
can Perer be accounted the foundation and 
head of the vntuerſall church, when as to 
pꝛeach vnto the Gentiles belonged not to 
him? this reaſon dꝛiueth Cardinall Poole 
into ſuch ſtreightes, that whereas other 
dt his adherents ſaye, Peter was appoin⸗ 
ted head of the church here, other immedi⸗ 
atly after his reſurrection, he is compel⸗ 
led fo ſaye, that Peters ſupzemacie tooke 
no place befoꝛe Paules conuerſion, foꝛ that 
befoze that Peter could not repꝛeſent the f 
perſon of Chꝛiſt, and leaue twelue Apo⸗ 
les to figure vnto vs the twelue tribes 
ol Iſraell. Wherefoze theſe things being 
well weyghed together, firſt, that the A⸗ 
poſtle flatly ſetteth downe that no man 
can,o2 ought to laye any other foundation 
then Chꝛiſt himſelfe, the Corinthians 
ſeeking eſpecially to depende vppon ſome 
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denying it to bee lawſull fo2 them to des 
pende vppon Cephas himſelfe, who was 
Peter , Secondly, eſſigning Chult the 
head, the huſband of his bodie the church, 
his ſpouſe , his wife , in which thinges 
there can be no commumon o2 fellowſhip, 
3further, this tentrouerſte arifing foof- 
ten among his diſciples, who ſhoulde be 
the chiefeſt, and our Sauiour Chꝛiſt de⸗ 


nying all ſuperioꝛitic at all times to any 


of them, neither pet giuing any ſignif 
cation that Peter ſhoulde be their chiefe, 
no not after his death, and this their in⸗ 
terpꝛetation being ſuch as cauſeth to giue 
that vnto man which is pꝛoper to GOD 
alone, as faith and beliefe, and to make 
diuerſe bodies, diuerſe churches, diuerſe 
heades, diucrſe foundations, when the 
holye Ghoſte appointeth but one Church, 
ene head, one foundation, and laſt of all 
the Holye Ghoſte aſſtgning vnto Peter, 
the miniſterte of tircumciſion onelp, wee 
nay iuſely afirme the expoſition of our 
Remiſh Cleargie, to be contrarye to the 
expꝛeſſe woꝛde of GO D and rules of 
our faith. 


J am nct ignoꝛant here of their blinde 
ſubtilties and diſtinaions, whereby they | 
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would ſhift of the foꝛce of theſe reaſons, 
in making Chꝛiſt vatmum c reale funda- 
mentum: The naturall and ſubſtantiall 
foundation „ but Peter miniſteriale fun- 
damentum , the miniſteriall foundation 
here in earth: that is, that the miniſte- 
rie and office of Peter is appoynted of 
G O D adboue the function ok all the o⸗ 
ther Apoſtles, to be that miniſterie wher⸗ 
by he will builde his vniuerſall Churche, 
and gouerne it: vppon whome, and of 
whome all 6:her Churches muſt hang 
and depende. Which aſſertion to be moſt 
vntrue, that any p2incipall authoꝛitie, 
either fo2 the buylding vp of the Church, 
02 gouernement thereof , was by this 
place 02 any other committed vnto Peter 
aboue the other Apoſtles , it may appeare 
by this that none of the Apoſtles , either 
in their w2itings oꝛ doinges, hath euer 
acknowledged any ſuch thing, but the con- 
trarie, accounting him but equall fo c- 
thers , giuing him no p2cheminence a- 
boue his fellowes , Fo2 p2oofe hereof, 
what can be moꝛe manifeſt, than that 
Paul waiteth to the Epheſians, where the 


Apoſtle of purpoſe ſpeaking of the buil- *? 
ding ot the Church, and their Apoſtolicall 
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function, ſayeth , that nowe they were 
no mo2c ſtraungers and fo2renners, but 
citizens with the Saintes, and of the houſ⸗ 
holde of GOD, and that they were 
buyit vppon the foundation of the Apo⸗ 
ſtles and P2ophets, Jeſus Chꝛiſt him⸗ 
ſcife being the head coꝛner ſtone. By this 
worde ſoundation in this place, he mea⸗ 
neth vndoubtedly the -doctrine of the As 


poſtles, and wee ſee further, that hes 


ſpcaketh in generall of the Apoſtles in the 
plurall number , not attcibuting any 
thing to any one of the Apoſtles, as to a 
p2incipall, who ſhoulde be p2eferred m 
this buylding befoze others: and beſides; 
he hath layde Chꝛiſt, the head co2ner 
ffone, vypon which the doctrine of the A- 
poſtles and P2ophets muſt wozke vpon. 
The ſame Apoſtle in the fourth Chapter 
of the ſqme Epiſtle , deſcribinge what 
ayftes and functions G O D hath left to 
his Church, foz the building thereof hee 
ſapeth Chꝛiſt after his aſcention gaue 
ſome to be Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, 
ſome Euangeliſtes, ſome Paſtours and 
teachers, tothe gathering together of the 
Saintes, and buylding of the bodye of 
Chzilt ; but to haue appointed oz giuen 
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any generall and vninerſall Biſhop , oz 
Paſkour; to that ende, there is not one 
woꝛde, neither there, no2 inthe firlf to 
the Corinthians, where the Apoſtle de- 
clarcth the diuerſitie of giktes and fundti⸗ Cor. 12.28 
ons, GO D hath giuen to his Church, 
Saint lohn in the one and twenteth of 
the Reuelation, deſcribing heauenly Hie- 
ruſalem the Church of GD D buylt by 
the ſtmilitude ofa Citie , he maketh that 
the Wall of the citie had twelne founda⸗ 
tions, and in them the names of the lam- 
bes twelue Apoſtles, Mere we ſee in 
this built citie of GO D, nothing is gi⸗ 
uen to Peter aboue the reſt, all are made 
equall, the doctrine of all the Apoſtles is 
alike, tearmed by the name of foundati⸗ 
ons, and haue all ſhare alike in the 
Walles of the Citie df G OD What 
cauſe is then why any pꝛerogatiue ſhould 
bee giuen to Peter moꝛe then to any other. 
They ſhall cate and dꝛinke at Gods ta⸗ 
ble in his kingdome, and ſit and iudge 
the twelue Tribes of Iſraell alike, as ap⸗ 
peareth by Luke which coulde not bee, Cub, 22. 30. 
if pꝛincipall power were giuen to Peter | 
which they ſtriue foz , ouer the whols 
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And pet, that this may appeare moꝛe 
manifeſt. Let vs marke that Paul wai- 
teth in the 15, to the Romanes, where he 


layth, that hee enfoꝛceth himſelf to pꝛeach 


the Goſpell „ where Chiſt had not beene 
p2eached , and whp? leaſt, ſaypth hee, J 
ſhoulde haue built vppon an other mans 
foundation. And in the firft to the Corin- 
thians, he teſtifieth, that accoꝛding to the 
grace of G O D ainen vnto him, as a 
faithfull builder, he had layde the founda- 
tion ofthe Church of Corinth. Jf Paulin 
diuerſe places did fo pꝛeache the Coſpell, 
that he might not build vppon an other 
mans foundation, if the Corinthians the 
buplding of GOD, were founded by 
Paules miniſterie, then Peters miniſterie 
is not neceſſarily the foundation of all 
Churches, oꝛ elſe Paul challenged to him⸗ 
ſelfe moꝛe then he ought. But if none 
of theſe teſtumonies were extant , the E⸗ 
piſtle to the Galathians were ſufficient 
to conuince their aſſertion. Fo2 it appea⸗ 
reth there, that diuerſe falſe Pꝛophets, 
and vaine gloꝛious teachers, went about 


to deface Paules doctrine , and bꝛing him 


out ofcredite and his diſciples, ſaying that 
Paul was not ſo g 


llent an Apoſtle as | 
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Peter and Tames were, and the other A⸗ 
poſtles, that were conuerſant with Chꝛiſt 
while he liued here vppon earth, that hee 
was ſince called to bee an Agoſtle, there⸗ 
ſoꝛe the other were rather to be followed 
and bcltened than hee, and lo loꝛth. Paul 
vnderſtanding and percetiung this, he go⸗ 
eth about ta pꝛooue, that hee is no whit 
inferiour to Pete — lames, oꝛ anpe other 

the Apoſtles, fo2 that the Ooſpell hee 
taught, hee receiued it not of man, nct- 
ther was hee taught it, but by the reuec- 


lation of Jeſus Chꝛiſt. After his cal⸗ G1. 2. 
ling, hee went not of manye peares to %. 


Jcruſalem, to learne any thing of the 
chiefe Apoſtles, when hee came vp to 
Jeruſalem, it was fo ſee Peter onelp, 
and to declare his conſent and agreement 
in pꝛeaching of the Goſpeil , becauſe of 
ſclaunders, not to learne anpe thinge of 
them that ſeemed to bee the chieleſt Apo⸗ 
ſtles. 

Peter, Iames, and lohn, ſeeing the 
Goſpell of vncircumciſion was commit⸗ 
ted to him, as the Goſpell of circumciſion 
was vnto Peter , in that God, which was 
mightie in the one, was mighty alſo in p o⸗ 
ther, theg required no ſubmiſſion oz obedi⸗ 


3. Cor. 1 1.5. 
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ence at Saint Paules handes, 02 to doe an 
homage to any of them , but they gaue 
vnto him, the right hande of fellowſhip, 
And further, hee was ſo farre from ac- 
knowledging Peter his ſuperiour 02 bet- 
ter. That when he came to Antioche he 
withltoode him and rebuked him to his 
face, fo2 his diſlimulation, betweene 
the Jewes and Gentiles, Jf this be well 
conſidered, wee may well perceiue that 


Paul accounted not of Peter , as of his | 


head, o2 chiefe of the Church, naming 
Iames and Iohn pillers of the Church as 
well as hee, and not yelding to him a⸗ 
ny thing aboue him ſelfe, 

In the ſeconde to the Corinthians, 
Paul declareth that he thinketh himſelfe 
nothing inferiour vnto the chiefeſt Apo- 
ſtles. Peter, in his Epiſtles, he neuer 
challengeth any ſuperioꝛitie, neither by ti⸗ 
tle noz by doctrine , he maketh Chailt the 
elece pꝛecious and chiefe co2ner ſtone, 
and all the faithfull kuing ſtones ofthe 
ſpirituall houſe a like, hee claymeth not 
cull gouernement, o2 that Kinges and 
Painces ought to bee ſubiect vnto him 
as the Pope doeth , but commaundeth 
ill Subledes to bee obedient vnto their 
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Pꝛinces and gouernours, he termeth him 
ſelfe but compreſbyterum 1 a fellowe elder 
with the reſt, and erhoꝛteth his fellow mis 
niſters nat to be as Loꝛdes ouer Gods he- 
ritage, in his whole wꝛiting he doth not im 
periouſly commalthd, but humbly exhoꝛ⸗ 
teth, not to be ouerlong in this, it cannot be 
thought, that Paul and Peter, and the reſt ot 
the Apoſtles hauing ſo fully and plentiful⸗ 
ly taught all thinges, appertaining to the 
Church of God, yea euen the leaſt functi- 
ons, that they would in all their wꝛitings 
haue concealed ſo great, weightie and ne⸗ 
ceſſarie point, as this of Peters ſupzemacie 
and one general head vnder Chꝛiſt, fo2 the 
gouermnent of his Church, being ſuche as 
it is made of the, that whoſocuer acknows 
ledgeth it not, cannot be ſaued. Now if this 
which J haue taughte by the opinion and 
iudgement of the Apoſtles, ſhall appeare | 
alſo by their pꝛactiſe and dealing to warde 
Peter, what can be required further fo2 the | 
oucrth2ow of their interpꝛetation. And foz | 
a perfect view hereof, let vs but-conſider 
the whole o2der and manner of the fürſte 44.5.5. | 
councell holden of the Apoſtles in the 1 5. 
of the aces: there it is mentioned, that cer⸗ | 
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by reaſon ſome of the ſect of the Phariſeis, 


vꝛged the ovieriuation of circumciſion, and 
other ceremonies of the lam, as recefſarye 
fo ſaluation, it was determined that Paule 
and Barnabas ſhould go vp to the Apoſtles 
£ Clders at Jeruſalem, about this queſtion. 
At their comma the matter being declared 
the Apoſtles æ Elders aſli bled together to 
reaſon ot the matter, after much debating, 
Peter aroſe and declared what God had re⸗ 
ucaled vnto hun,cocermng this point, mea⸗ 
ning at Cornelius conuerſion. After him az 
roſc Paul # Barnabas, who alſo tolde their 
opinion, what Cod had opened vnto the, 
Thirdly arileth Iames,hee appꝛoueth the 
fo2mer iudgemtt, conſirmeth it by p ſcrip⸗ 
tures, and hauing done ſo, giueth aduiſe to 
ſcnd their determination in waiting con⸗ 
cerning the que ſtiõ, it was taken & appꝛo⸗ 
ued, e the Apoſtles and elders,+ the whole 
congregatio ſent choſen men, namely Bar- 
nabas x paul, with their letters. Firſt here 
is to be obſerued, j it is not mentioned that 
Peter ſũimoned this Councel by his autho⸗ 
ritie, but it is done by the conſent of the A⸗ 
poſtles and elder s, contrary to that pꝛero⸗ 
gatiue the Pope chalẽgeth to himſelf. Peter 
though he ſpake fir ſt alone, pet foiloweth 
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it not that he was ther eſoꝛe accounted the 
cheefeff,fo2 neither ſpake he only and often 
times in great Councels, the loweſt and 
vongeſt begin firſt, the eldeſt + head of all 
ſpeaketh laſt. Secondly, in the aſſcinblye 
after Peter had opened his mind, and al the 
reſt had don, laſt of al, not Peter, but Iames 
20noanced the ſentence, whiche belonged 
to the head and Pꝛeſident ofthe Councell. 
Thirdly, the Legats 4 embaſſadoꝛs which 
were ſent, were not appointed by Peter, 
noꝛ ſent by his authoꝛitie, after the maner 
of the Pope, but they were choſen by all 
the Apoſtles and Elders, z the whole con⸗ 
gregation, and ſent by them. Fourthly the 
ſtile ot᷑ the letter doth argue, they gaue no 
p2cheminence to Peter aboue other in this 
allemblie, foꝛ thus it runneth : The Apo- 
ſtles, Elders and Brethren ſend greeting, 
&c. Foz as much as we haue heard, tc, It 
ſemed god to vs, when we were come to⸗ 
gether, to ſend choſen men to pou, ⁊c.it ſee- 
med god to the holy ghoſt x vnto vs, to lay 
no moꝛe burthen, c. Thus we ſee how the 
whole action is made common to them all 
equallpe, none named, oꝛ pꝛeferred be⸗ 
fo:e another , in anpe reſpece , karre 
diverſe from the Popes determination, 


Ad. 5. 24. 


F. 1 f. 3. 


l. 2.11. 


58 A godly Sermon.” 


and ſtile of his letters, the tenour of which 
runneth much otherwiſe, Beſides in the 
eight of the Acts, when the Apoſtles heard 
that S$ama714 had reteiued the Golpell, the 
Apoſtles ſent Peter and Iohn to confirme 
them, whiche ſending declarcth plainelye, 
that they did not acknowledge him as a ſu- 
periour, and in that he obeieth and follows 
eth, he declareth himſelfe to bee but their 
fellow. Fo2 be it that Eckius ſapth true, 
that oftentimes the cherfeſt of the company 
be ſent in matters, vet there is no Senate 
no2 councell that will ſend their cheefe and 
gouernour. And the ſame Apoſtle in the 11 
Acts, being repꝛoued fo2 going to Corneli- 
us, he excuſeth and cleareth himſelf, giuing 
a reaſon of that his doing. And of Paul in 
the ſccond to the Galathians,he was repꝛo⸗ 
ued to his face, foꝛ that he was woꝛthye of 
rebuke, wherefoze to conclude, if neither in 
planting ot the church of God, neither in 
deciding of controuerſies in matters of re⸗ 
ligion, neither in eniopning & commaun⸗ 
ding thinges to be done, neither pet by anp 


title, dutie, ſeruice oꝛ ſigniſication of dea⸗ 


ling,Peter either bare himſelfe, oꝛ the reſt 
reteiued him as their head and vniuerſall 
Biſhon ht cantrarimiſe bott e vſed him 
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ſelfe, and they made themſelues cquall in 
all their doings vnto him: J maye wmſtlye 
conclude that euen the opinion and p2aaiſe 
ofthe Apoſtles and pꝛimitiue churche, doth 
manifeſtly conuict the interpꝛetation of the 
Papiſts in this place, making Peter p rock, 
foundation, and heade of Gods Churche to 
bee moſt vntrue. This point not withſtan⸗ 
ding by this J haue already ſaid, it be ſufft- 
ciently pꝛoued, yet foz diuers mens further 
tontentation, let vs ſe howe the auntiente 
and learned Fathers, haue expounded this 
place, whether by this wo2de Petra they 
haue vnderode the perfon of Peter, oz 
him whome Peter confeſſed, whiche was | 
Chꝛiſt. Chryſoſtom in the 55 Bomily bp- l. | 
on Mathew, expoundeth Perr« to be þ faith 35. . 
and confeſſion. Super hanc petram. i. in fac fi- ö 
de & confeſcrone ædiſicalo etcleſſam, that is, ö 
bppon this Fayth and Confeſſion J will 

build my Church, and vpon the 32 Pſalm, 

Staturt pedes noſtros ſuper petram id eſt ſuper Chryſ. ſaper 
fidem,c>c that is he hath ſct our feet vpon 1/52. 
the rocke, that is vpon Faith, foꝛ. Fapth in 

Chriſt may well be called a Rocke which 

cannot be broken,whereforewhen Peter 
had declared and ſayd,thou art the ſonne 
of the liuing God Chriſt immediatelye 
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added,thou art peter,and ypon this rock 
I wil build my church. Thus it is apparat 
Chryſoſtom teke not the perſon of Peter 
to be that rock here mentioned, but py which 
Peter repoſed his beloefe in, Auguſtine in 
this place wꝛiteth thus, Super hanc Petram 
5:14 confeſſus es, cc. that is, vpon this rock 
which thou haſt confeſſed, vpõ this Rock 
which thou haſt acknowledged , ſaying 
thou art the ſon of the lining God, I will 
build my congregation, vpon my ſelfe I 
will build my church, vpon my ſelf Iwill 
build the, not my ſelf vpon thee, for they 
that would haue mẽ build vpon mẽ ſaid, I 
hold of Paul, another I hold of Apollo, a- 
nother I of Cephas which is Peter, but o- 
ther which would not be built vpon Pe- 
ter but vpõ the rock, ſaid I hold of Chriſt. 
Againe in another place Super hanc Petram 
quam confeſſus eit ædiſicabo ecclefam,erc is, 
vpon this rock which thou haſt confeſſed 
I wil build my church, for the rocke was 
Chriſt, vpõ which foũdatiõ Peter himſelfe 
was built, for other foundation then that 
which is laid, cã no mi lay,which is Chr: 
Jeſus, the church therfore tliat is founded 
on chris, hath takẽ the keyes of the king- 
dome of heauẽ of him. J omit that which 
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he wꝛiteth alivinhis beoke againſt p ewes | 


Pagans,and Adrians Vhert he alſo expoun⸗ — | 

deth this place after this maner By this it nm. 

appeareth how he expoũded this rock here 

mẽtioned, not to bee Peter but Chꝛiſt him | 

(elf, Gregor, miſſenus ſaith, Tu es Petrus, c. Greg. Miſſel 

Thou art Peter, 2 vpen this Nock J will % 
ap delete 

build my Church, he meaneth,faith he, the .,.,.,; oe.} 

confeſſion of Chꝛiſt, ſoꝛ he had ſayd beſoꝛe, ee. | 

thou art the ſcane of the liuing God. And | 

Hilarius, Petra nihil aliud ef! quã firma et in- Hular, lib, ++ 

concuſſa di eipuli fides. The recs is nothing 2 | 

elſe but the ſtrong and aſtured faith of the 

Diſcipie. What can be plainer then that 

which Origen waiteth vpon this place. It 

Wer conieile (lapth he) Chꝛiſte to bee the 

ſonne of God, the Father reuealing it vn⸗ 

to vs, it ſhall be ſayd to ech one of vs, thou 

art Peter, and vppon this Nocke will 1 N 

build my Congregation,cucry mã is Petra * 

Mah, 

that is a diſciple of Chꝛiſt, vpo ſuch a rock 

all cccleſtaſtical learning is builte, if thou 

thinke that the whole church is only builte 

vpon Peter, what wilt thou ſaye of John 

the ſonne of thunder, and of the other Apo⸗ 

ſtles. And further indeede it was ſpoken 

to Peter, vpon this Nocke J will builde 


wy Congregation ; Notwithitanding,, 


| 
| 
1 
14 
| 


: 

| 
: 

: 


( 
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it is ſpoken in like maner of all the other 


Apoſtles,and to all faithfull and perfite be⸗ 


cauſe they are all Peters,and Rockes, and 


vpon al them and the Pꝛophets, is Chꝛiſts 


Church built, and the gates of hell ſhal not 


pꝛeuayle agaynſt any ot them. Wherefo2e - 
if they will giue credit to Origen who was 
within 235 yeres after Chꝛiſt, that, that 


which was ſayd to Peter, ſhall be ſapde to 


euery Faithfull man, making the like ton ⸗ 
feſſion,and that this which was ſpoken to 
Peter here, was ſpoken to all the Apoſtles, | 
and fo all Faithfull and perfite men in line 
maner. Then is here nothing attributed 


moꝛe vnto Peter, then vnto any of the other 
Apoſtles. Gregorie was himſelfe Biſhop 
of Rome, and whome our Romiſh Clears 
gie woulde haue to chalenge this dignitie 
and pꝛerogatiue, they giue vnto Peter, hee 
of this place and diuerſe others which they 
vle, as moſte weightie to confirine Peters 
and the Popes Supꝛemacie, inferreth the 
quite contrarp. Fo2 he reaſoneth thus, to 
Peter it was ſapde, Loueſt thou me, feede 
my ſherpe, Satan hath deſired to ſifte ther, 
but J p2ayed that thy Faith may not faile, 
thou being conuerted, ſtrengthen thy Bꝛe⸗ 


Nemtheu art Peter and vpon this Rocke | 


Ss s 


As 


2 


Noon 


| greeable to Gods wal, fo2 any Wichop to 
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will I build y church. to the J —.— 
thekeyes of the kingdome ol heaue, - 
deuter, cc. and he concludeth in the endo; 
not withſkanding Peter is net called Uni⸗ 
nortall Biſhop c This one man hath lefte 


| fiffitient witneſſe behind him tocomernrr 


m peter and in all Biſhups of Rome; beth 
| the nume ot that dignitte and füpettoz tig, 


and alte the- aufhozitio and iiiriſdiction 


which the Pope doth clajmne vnto himſelfe 
by botteof'this plate firſt how ſharp- 


| ty (a bitterlx weiteth he againſt this that 
| evther hu the Biſhep of Conſtentineple, 
| o»-anpother Bilhsp ſhoulde dayme oz 


teatin himiſvlf to be tho vniuerſall Biſhoß 
oftheWwhole Church in his Epiſtles: Firſt 
in his forth boke he tearmeth this Title 
and name a new, #p:oude, a pomporrs 


Greg. lib 4. 
Epiſt 32 


name, Ir hit 3 8 Tpiffle ofthe ſame bwke; 2.38. 


a tach, liſh, per rerſe name a name of er⸗ E535. 


rev. An the Gpitfie following , a wicked - 
nammo, n ne of vanitic,a name of Hyps⸗ 
tai o/ name of blaſphemie . In his lixte 
baus unb 2 Spilite; a puffs of ar rogamcie 
an in the 24 Epic ofthe ſame Boe d 
kupotKifions and dengodly name o farre 
chen in his iudgement is it from being as 


Lib. s. epi. L. 


3009 * 
ea 


* this name, that he accounteth if.F 
molt}. vngodly and impious thing, and not 
only the name, ol modeſty and humility is 
thus diſalo bed of him, as ſome, waylde 
bearc vs in hande, but the very. office, au⸗ 
thozity xzuriſdiction that is.claimed theres 
by,fo2 other wiſe yxeaſons he-vſe 

Cib. 4.38. ot no fo2ce,fo2 in the 38 Epiſtle o his. 4 
Booke her reaſoneth thus. Nhat an were 
wilt thou make vnto Chꝛiſt, at the trialot 
the laſt iudgement, that goeſt about vinder 
the name of an Uniuerſall Biſhop to ſubs 
due all his members. vnto ther. Pere ha 
condemneth the name, foz that hes 
whiche deſircth it, gocth about ta ſub⸗ 
due all the members of Cheiſte vnto him. 
Mhiche in verye derde is bzoughte ta 
palle not by the verye, name , but by 


Compariſon in the thirtith Epiſtie of the 
.A. 30 EN. ſune Booke, where he reſembleth him 
to Lucifer, that affedeth the name, cans 
net condemne the name onlpe, hut bs 
thing alſo , becauſe it was nat Lug 
deſp2e onclye to bee, named God, 
allo. toſitte in his ſcate, and execute his | 
Dominion. When as in that place bes 
ſareth that Iohn Biſhop of Conſtantis 


the power ſignifved by the name. Bis 


Deg 


— 


. 
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nople, challenging that Title, doeth 
Contra Enangelitan Doctrinam againft the 
meaning of the Goſpell , againſt Saint 
Peter the Apoſtle , agaynſte the Oꝛdi- 
nannce of the Canons,agaynft the faith, 
agaynſte ali the Churches of GD D, a⸗ 
gaynſt G OD himſelfe, and many o⸗ 
ther thinges moꝛe in anye mans iudge⸗ 
ment that maye ber ſufficiente, by hig 
unthegitie to diſallow the name, and the 
office, not onely in Tohn the Biſhop of 
Conſtantinople, but alſo in any other Bi⸗ 
ſhop that ſhall clapme it. Fo2 that ſome 
ſteke 1a gunpde it, in poſting ouer this 
whole waiting to bie againſt lohn the B. 
of Cenſtan anple, as though Gregorie had 
miſliked this nante of vntuer ſal wiſhopin 
him o mnbitiouſiy x grevily ſeeking fo2 it, 
tent it it had ben gluen to his own Sea of 
Ame this is vut a meere ſhift. o thus he 
fayth in 32 Epiſtle, Nullus Romanorum E- 


2 None of the Biſhops of Ame euer rete⸗ 


ned this name of ſingularitie. And againe 
Nullus predeceſſori Meoru i hoc tam profane vo- 


exbrls vti conſenſit, None of my P2edeceſ- 


urs euer tonſented to ve this vngodlye 
name, Ns hunc ablatu m honorem nol» mw 


| . reg EH. 3 
pricoporum hoc ſingu aritats nome ſilu aſſump ths " 


Lib. 7. 30. 
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ſuſcipere, We will not take this hononr of: 
fered unto vs,and in very deede no mo2e he 
would, fo2 in his ſeueth Booke hee ſindeth 
fault w_ Eulogius the Patriarch of con- 
ſtantinople, fz terming him in the p2efare 
of his Epiſtle the vniuerſall Pope, and fo; 
ſaping(as you commanded) requiring dun 
to doe ſo no moꝛe, and not to ve any: ſuche 


tearmes. So that he diſaloweth that name | 
and authoꝛitie to be minen to himelſe us 


well as to the Biſhop of Conſt antineple. 
This that Gregorie did, to difallow'the 
authoꝛitie ot Umuerſall Biſhop m-anye, 
was not onely done by him but alſo by di⸗ 
uers other learned and godly Biſhops,yea 
and by Councels *; Firſt, that is cleart 
which Cyprian that godlye man and mar; 

tit of GodWw2iteth in his Ozation he mate 

in the Councell of Carthage concerning this 

popnt, it remaineth, ſaith Cyprian, chat e- 

uerpe one ſpeake of this thing what he 

thinketh. Foꝛ there is none of vs that may 
keth himſelfe Biſhop ol Bishops, oꝛ that 

doth by tyꝛannicall rare dꝛiue his Feb 

lowes to obey of neteſſitie, ſeing euer yt 

Biſhop at his plcaſure, hath fre libertpe 

and-power — owne — as if he could 

lof DE 1NDACD OL ANOTYUET ther pet him 
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ſelfe indge any other, let vs all waite fo: 
the iudgement of our ſauiour Chꝛiſt, who 
only and alone hath power to niake vs go⸗ 
uernours of his Church, and iudge of oure 
doing. Thus Cyprian denieth to anye to 


chalenge to himſelfe to be Biſhop of Bi⸗ 


ſhops, that is to bee vniuerſall Biſhop, to 
haue power and authoꝛitie ouer the reſt, to 
compell them to obay, and to iudge of them 


he giueth free libertie to all Biſhops alike 


in that, and giueth that pꝛeheminence to 


Chꝛiſt alone, whoſe of right it is. That », 


which Pelagius alſo wꝛiteth, who was be- 
foze Gregoriets playne, Let none at the 
Patriarkes, ſayth he, at any time vſe this 
name ot vniuerſalitie, becauſe if one Pa- 
triarke be callod vniuerſall, the name of 
Patriarch is thereby taken awape from 
the other, But let this be farre from the 
Faithfull. The wor des of pelagius and 
Gregorie be ſo plaine, that Edmundus 
Rufus wꝛiting agaynſte Molinæus the 
Lawyer, cannot tell how to auopde them, 
he is dꝛiuen to interpꝛete this worde vni⸗ 
uerſalu ſingularu, the vniuerſall Biſhop, 
that is the linguler and only Biſhop. But 
God wot, this pwꝛe ſhift wilt not ſerue the 
turne,foz the greke wozde ee, 
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the Biſhop of the whole habitable wovlbe 
quite duerthꝛoweth that, fo2 it cannot bee 
expounded the onelpe Biſhop, The diſ⸗ 
liking of thts pꝛeheminence and power 


which the Brſhop of Nome nowe challen⸗ 


geth to himſelfe, was not only gapnſapde 
by their Biſhops pꝛiuate opinions, but ez 
uen by Councels. Fox in'the'Touncelt of 
Carthage it was decree, that the Biſhop 
ok the firſte Sea bee not called the chert 


of Paieſtes, oꝛ the high ꝛieſt 02 by any vs | 


ther like name, but-onetye the Bilhop 
ofthe firſt Sea, by whichename hee was 
tearmed,not foz any pꝛincipalitie oʒ po 
wer, he had aboue the other Patfiarkes 


but becauſe the Romane Empire was 


the cheefe, therefo2e the Biſhop of that ſra 
was tearmed by that name, and kane ie 
place in Councels at that tyme, and pet 
had no further authoꝛitie, then the Pa⸗ 
triarche of CY Alexandria, 
oꝛ Antioche, I omitte: the CounceNti/of 
Hippo Rhegius,and of Africa, by which 
it appeareth too manifefflye, what was 
the iudgemente of the Churche at thoſe 
tymes, concerning the geuing any pains 
cipall power 02 — — to the Bi⸗ 
(hop of Rome abou 


——_— 


gil others , It is 


—— 
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ok foure hundzed peares, and moꝛe after 
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playne by the Yiſfo2ye of tymes , that 
they neuer heald any ſuche Article, that 
it was of the necellitie of ſaluation, to be⸗ 
leruo the whole Churche of GD D mu 
be vnder one heade , one generall , 
whome they muſt. depende , they would 
neuer yelde 02 conſent to any ſuche de⸗ 
tree 02- conſtitution. It is well knowns 
how that Gregory the lirſt Biſhop of Nome 
of that name called Iohn the Biſhop of 
Conſtantinople the fozerunner of Antie 
Chzilt, foz anbitioullye deſy2ing to be ſu⸗ 


pꝛeme heade, and to bee called the vni⸗ Gef. 4. 
uerſall Biſhop of the as ang Cap. 154. 


bitable, Malfe a ſcoꝛe yeave after, oꝛ little 
moꝛe, rr the third of that name, 
obtapned thꝛough the helpe of Phocas 


the Emperoure, whome her had helped 


vnto the Einpire, by killing Mauritius the 
foꝛmer Emperour, his wife, his bꝛother, 
and his ſonne, with manp other, to bee na⸗ 
med 02 oꝛdeined Pope, oꝛ ſuα & Pontifex, 
the high Biſhop, which authoꝛitie encrea- 
ſed afterward moze 4 moꝛe, vntill if came 
to the higheſt pꝛide. So that apparant it 
is, that the Churches of God, fo2 the ſpace 


the death af gar @auiour Chꝛiſt, neu 


8 ren 


taught, oꝛ receiued any ſuch doctrine, gither 
out of this place of Mathew, oz anye other 
that Chꝛiſt hath left after his aſcenſion: an 
bead of his vniuerſal church here in carth, 
oz appointed an vniuerſall Paſtoꝛ of the 
whole congregation vnder him. Eccleũa⸗ 
ſficall ambition begate this office firſt, and 
mans conſtitutions qnd Traditions hath 
only confirmed the ſame, This I truſt, J 
haue ſufficiently. declared accoꝛding as J 
pꝛomiſed, both by the inter pꝛetatiõs of the 
antient and learned Fathers of this plate 
of Mathew, and by their generall opinion, 
concerning the appointing of an Uniuer⸗ 
ſall Biſhop ouer Gods Churche, as alſo 
by the pꝛadiſe of that age in that behalfe. 
WMherein J am the moꝛe ſparing , be⸗ 
cauſe it hath bene at large declared of 
others in this age, that there is no ne- 
cellitye in this woꝛde Petra, in this place 
to make Peter the Foundation of the 
Congregation of Chuſte, and ſo conſe⸗ 
guentlpe his Succeſſoure, but lette vs 
graunte thus muche, that Peter was 
made that Nocke, that hee were the 
cheefe, and Pzince of the Apoſtles how doth 
it followe therefe2e, that the Biſhop of 
Komeis the Foundation and the chefe of 
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| death, But wherein are the Biſhops of 
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all Biſhops; It wil be ſaide that the Bis 
ſhopof Rome is Peters ſucteſſdur, t there⸗ 
ſoꝛe whatſoeuer pꝛerogatiue was giuen 
vnto Peter, was alſo giuen to hum. Firſt 
beſides this conſequent follow etch not, not 
todzine them to pꝛooue that cuer Peter 
was at Rome , which they are not able 
by any ſound pꝛoofe ont of the Scripture, 
being great pꝛeſumptions to the contrary; 
neither pet by any agreement of Cccleſt⸗ 
aſticall wziters, not agreeing of the tyme 
of his comming 02 abode there: J woulde 
gladiy knowe why and wherein the Bi⸗ 
ſhop ot Rome is rather actounted Peters 
ſucteſſour, then any other 1Biſhop, If it be 
becauſe Peter was at Rome, ſdo was he als 
ſo at leruſalem, and at Antioche as aps 
peareth in the actes of the Apoſtles , why 
ſhould not then the Biſhops of leruſalem 
and Antiochebe accounted Peters ſutcet⸗ 
ſours, as well as the Biſhop of Rome, 
It it be becauſe Peter ſuffred there, ſp did 
Paul alſo, and ſurely that is but a meant 
rcaſon to make Rome the Sea of Peters 
ſucceſſion > becauſe that citie put him to 
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Rome his ſuccefſours, Rn 4 
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fa2mer, fo> then muſt they innnediatly be 
called to that office of God. Secondly, 
their duetie muſt be to pꝛeache to all nati⸗ 
ons: fo2both theſe pꝛoperties be required 
to make an Apoſtle as may appcare Gal. 
— A 1. Matth:28, But neither of theſe are a⸗ 
Aub. argable to the Biſhop of Rome, being 
neither unmcdiatly called of God, neither 
erecuting the office of an Apoſtle in going 
about to pꝛeache to all nations, he cannot 
be his ſucceſſour in his Biſhopꝛicke, foz 
neither doeth hee take vppon him the ol⸗ 
fice of a Biſhop to be tyed. to a certaint 
charge, and beſides, how can he be ſuccet⸗ 
ſour to Peter in that which Peter was not, 
he was by office an Apoſtle, not a Biſhop. 
And kurther, if we will beleue auntient 
1 — w:iters , Peter was neuer Biſhop of 
1 Rome, foꝛ Irenzus and Euſebius ſap, that 
Paul and Peter founded the Church of 
Rome, and that Linus by chem was ap⸗ 
pointed the firſt Biſhop. Then ſucceded 
n him Anacletus, and thirdly Clemens. And 
rows: = , Textullian nameth Clemens the firſt Bi- 
ſhap of Ronie, appointed by Peter, as Po- 
licarpus was Þ Bichop ot Smirna appoin⸗ 
ted by lohn. Thus although Tertullian 
k. pitt 1 14> $ n Euſebius 
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in appointing the firlf Bilhop , pet it is e⸗ 
uident, that neither of them attounted ol 
Peter às of the Biſhop of Rome, but as 
of an Apoſtle, who taught there as Paul 
did alſo. So that the Pope cannot be pe- 
ters ſucceſſour in his Biſhopꝛicke, bes 
cauſe hee was neuer Biſhop of Rome. 
If hee ſaye, hee is his ſucceſſour in his 
doctrine, it he were able to iuſtiſie that it 
woulde beare ſome colour. But if the 
quite tonttarie be pꝛooued, then is that 
allegation nothinge, and beſides that 
dught to be common to all Biſhops, any 
thetefo2e by that he can challenge no pꝛe⸗ 
rogatius. 

I might declare at large howe farre he 
is from ſutterding peter in many reſpects, 
but that were tw large a fielde to enter 
in, but euen as all thoſe be not the chil⸗ 
dcn of Abraham, Which come of-\bra- 
am concerning the fleſh, but thoſe that 
doe che workes of Abraham , euen fg 
thoſe are not to be eſtimed the ſucteſſours 
of Peter, o any of the Apoſtles, which 
followe them in plate 62 in name, but 
thoſe which follows them in their faith 
and doarine , hn 4 1 

ewe hey de 
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them to be ſucteſſours to the Apoles.,. J 
will not ffande longer vppon this point, 3 
truſt that which J haue ſapd ſhalbe ſuffict- 
ent, foꝛ the confirmation of the ſecond part 
part J tooke-in hande to pꝛooue. owe Y 
will haſten vnto the third. 

Theres remaineth then the third parte 
to diſcuſſe, which was, what the power ? 
commiſſion is that was giuen to Peter in 
this place, when it is ſaide to him: To 
thee wil I giue the keyes ofthe kingdom 
of Heauen, whatſocner thou ſhalt binde 
on earth, ſhalbe bounde in Heauen, &c, 
which woꝛdes being ſpoken vnto Peter x 
giuing him by expꝛeſſe woꝛdes the keyes 
of the kingdome of Heauen, and the autho⸗ 
ritie of binding and looſing , thereby they 
haue inferred ſome ſpeciall authoziftigand | 
pꝛerogatiue to haue bene giuen to Peter a⸗ 
boue all other by our @amour Ch:ift in 
this place. Wherefo:e concorning the in⸗ 
terpꝛetation and ſenſe of theſe woꝛdes, ſee- 
ing there is no agreement betweene vs x 
the church ol Rome, in that they ſaye, that 
herebr Peter was ende wed with ſpeciall 
commiſſion aboue all other the Apoſtles, t 
we —— doe affirme that, that 
inci Vi. monte Ju was ſpot 
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to all the reſt alike. Foz the better exami⸗ 
nation of this, it ſhalbe neceſſarie fo2 vs 
to conſider theſe two pointes: Firſt, vnto 
whome theſe woꝛdes were ſpoken , whe- 
ther vnto Peter alone, 02p2zincapally, as 
the Papiſtes woulde haue it, oꝛ vnto all in 
generall. Secondly, what is that power 
and authozitie which was giuen vnto Pe- 
ter, foꝛ in neither of theſe points do wee 
agree with them. Fo? the firſt, that al⸗ 
though theſe woꝛdes were directed to Pe- 
ter alone, pet that thereby our Dauiour 
Chult meant not to giue him any ſpe ciali 
pꝛiuilege oꝛ pꝛerogatiue aboue his fel- 
lowes, but to ende w them al with the like 
authozitie, firſt, both the woꝛdes and cir- 
cinnftance of the place, and the doctrint of 
the ſtriptutes in other places doth declare 
it: and ſecondly the iudgement and opini⸗ 
vn or the auntiont + lcarned father s, doth 
app2oue the ſame. That the whole courſe 
andcircunftance-of the place doeth euict 
Gisp2omily xgiffofour Sauiour Chailt, 
wo appertain to them all, it may be appas 
rant by this, Firſt, that the que ſtiow ol 
dur Sauiour Chꝛiſt is pꝛopuunded to thẽ 
all. Whome do ye ſay that 3 am, and 
therefoze he requireth-not the opinion of 
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peter alone , but of them all, that their 
knowledge and opinion of him, may better 
agree, and be moꝛe conftant; truer, per- 
focter than the opinion of the tommon peo⸗ 
ple, which befoꝛe they had declared vnto 
him. And the aunſ were alſo Peter made, 
was not in his owne perſon alone, but fo 
them all. So ſaycth Auſtine as was als 
leaged of mee befo2ze : The Lo2de afking 
and ſaying (ſaith he) Whome do ye aye 
that I the ſonne of man am à peter aun⸗ 
ſwereth: Thou art the ſonne of the li- 
uing God , one gaue aunſwere foꝛ many, 
Zhe concluſion of the dialogue appertai⸗ 
neth al vnto all: foz in the ende Chꝛiſt 
fo2bad not onely Peter to tell any bodie, 
that he was Jcſus that Chꝛiſt, but he char 
ged them all to tell that to no man. So that 
the beginning of the diatogne,the middelt, 
und the ending, appertaining to all, why 
then ſhoulde any ſpeciall thing be attri⸗ 
buted to any one aboue others by theſe 
wo2des, Beſides that which is ſpoken 
here alone to Peter in the ſingular neun 
ber in the 18. Chapter, is ſpoken to all in 
the plurall munber. Verily I ſaie vnto 
you, whatſoeuer ye binde in earth, ſhall 
be boundl in Heauen, and whatſoeucr ye 
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loſe in earth, ſhalbe looſed in Heauen, 
Pere equall authozitie is giuen to all in 
the ſamt woꝛdes. But let vs obſerue fur⸗ 
ther, that Chꝛiſt ſaith here, Dale, I will 
giue thee the kgyes of the kingdome ai 
Heauen, and ſa ſozth. Here the keves art 
paomiſed but not giuen. If then Chꝛiſt 
when he per ſourmed this pꝛomiſe, gau 
not any ſpecial power to Peter, hut endued 
them all with the like, ſhall, we imagine 
here any ſpecial thing giuen him to be pꝛe⸗ 


ferred befoze. others, in the 204 of John, % 20. 


where Chꝛiſt pexfourmed. this after his 
reſurredionbe-committcd this power and 
authozitie hc pꝛomiſed here vnto al equal⸗ 
ly in theſe woꝛdes: Peace be vnto you, as 
my father ſent me, euen ſo ſende I you, & 
when he had ſaid that, he bꝛeathed vpon 
them, z they receiued p holy Choi, adding 
Whoſe ſoeuer ſinnes ye remit , they arg 
remitted vato the, & whoſe ſoeuer ſinnes 
yeretain,they.are retained, Here we ſe bs 
giueth his peace vnto them al:he b2oatbeth 
an them all: they all reteiue the holy gholt 
alike:they are al cndcwed with p ſamo pos 
wer of ſoꝛgiuing & reteining ſins. Whers 
is then Peters pꝛerogatiue?eſpecially now 
when it ſhould ſpecialle haue bin ſpecified, 


78 A. PC 4 y 
powerhad bene giuen to Peter by Chꝛiſt 
here, what doth that belong to the Biſhap 
df Rome: where is Peters will and teſta⸗ 
ment, by which he hath bequeathed his 
keyes,rather vnto him than vnto the Bi⸗ 
ſhops of Icruſalemoz Antioche, by what 
Scripture can they pzoue that Chꝛiſt hath 
made them rather Peters. ſucceſſours in 
this authoziticand commillion then other 
Wilhops, If the keyes were pzomaled, # 
- giten to Peter alone, and to naue of the o⸗ 

ther Apoſtles, howe dare they giue them 
vnto the Biſhops of Rome. There is not 
one woꝛde in the Scripture of choir ſuc⸗ 
teſſion by inheritance , Seing then that 
neither the courſe of the dialogue, noꝛ vor 
the authozitic and function is other, that 
is here giuen, then was giuen to all the 
Apoſtles ot Ch:ilt-, hunſclfe after warde 
in like manner, and that although foms 
mo2e ſpeciall and extellent officd was cõ⸗ 
mitted to Peter, then fo aiip other Apoſtle, 
vet that the B. of Rome camiot claim that 
mo2e than anyofher Bilhop , it maketh 
nothing fo2 the eſtabliſhing of p ſupꝛeme 
— ouer the vnuerſall Church of God 
ich the Pope arrogateth vnto himſelf, 


Vut that if any p2incipall authozitic and 
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But let vs ſee what the auncient & learned 
fathers thinke on this point. That which 
Origen wꝛiteth is moſt plaine againſt 
them which think any ſpeciall thing was 
giuen to Peter, An ſili Petro dantur claues 
regni cælorum . Doeſt thou thinke that 
the keyes of the kingdom were only gue 
to Peter and to no other, neither any o- 
ther ſhould receiue them? If theſe woꝛds 
were not common fo all men as they are 
(I will gine thee the keyes of the king- 
dome of heauen)how can al theſe ſayings 
things which are applyed to Peter befoze 
be common to all men, Fo2 Chꝛiſt thus 
ſpake in common to them all, Whome do 
ye ſaye that I am? and Peter anſweredin 
the name of all . Docth he not vtter the 
ſame in plainer woꝛdes in the 20. of Iohn 
ſayingto all the Apoſtles , and bꝛeathing 72.20, 
vp6 them: receiue the holie Ghoſt, whoſe 

ſinnes ye forgiue, &c, They were all bf 

like anthozitie with peter. Thus much 
Origen,then which woꝛdes, what can be 
moe plains, Cyprian atfoinhis bake de cy d. gb. 
ſimplicitate Prelatirum againft the Nouati- r.. 

ans confirmeth this, The .0zd (ſirythhe) | 
ſaith vnta Peter, thou art Peter, The u © ' j 
after his-roeſurreftion.naue tut +1 « 1 


80 A Godly Sermon. 


Mes like power, yet to declare the dnitie, 
he diſpoſed the oꝛiginall of vnitie begin⸗ 
neth at one. The reſt of the Apoſtles were 
euen the ſame that Peter was, endewed 
with like fellowſhip both .of hanour and 
power, but the beginning p2oceedeth of v⸗ 
nitie to declare one Church. .Babl alſo 
8. f. 23. cap. ſayeth: Chrifius Perrum poſt ſe ſua Rerleſiæ 
di viz ſols. pafforem conſtituit cc. Chꝛiſt appointed 
Peter fo be Paſfo2 of his Church after, 
and ſo conſequently giueth the ſame po ⸗ 
wer and authozitie to all Paſtours and 
doctours, a token whereof is this that all 
Paſtours, doe cqually binde and lofe as 
they liff, as well as he. Auguſtine, ve 
AM gone Chriſtiano Cap. 3 2. Cum Fetre diciur 
paſce owes meas , omnilus dicitur. Mhen it 
Af. de A- is ſayde to Peter feede my ſhtepe, it is ſaide 
gen. Chr i. to all. And in the 3 1. Chapter: Wretched 
— & men while in Peter they vndetſt ande not 
SChꝛiſt which is the rocke, and while they 
wil not beleene that the keyes of the kings 
dome of Meauen, are giuen vnto the 
Church (not vnto Peter alone) they haue 
loft the keyes out of their handes, and in 
dene, Mother plate her ſaycth , the Churche 
124 er Which is founded in Chailt , hath taken 
17 SG thekexes of him: ſathat not Peter onely, 
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but the whole Church receiued the kepes 
of him. Beda ſayeth, the power of byn⸗ 
ding and looſing , although it ſeeme to be 
giuen onely vnto Peter, without doubt 
this is to bee knowen, that it is giuen al⸗ 
ſo vnto the other Apoſtles, Hay mo, one 
of their owne dodoꝛs well weighing the 
text affirmeth contrarie vnto them. Mee 

muſt not thinke, ſapeth hee, that vnta 

blefed peter alone this power was giuen. 


hut as hee fo: all amſwered, Thou art 


Chriſt the ſonne of the liuing God, ſo 
in the perſon of one, all heard, whatſocuer 


thou ſhalt binde in earth, &c. Cyrill, 2 lem. 
Chat gauc full power vnto the Apo⸗- |} 
Mites and vnto others that ſuccecded them 


in the Churches, To conclude then, if by 
the teſtunonyes of the auncient and lear⸗ 
ned fathers, Chꝛiſt gaue full and like po⸗ 
wer fo all his Apoſtles , Jf the reſt of 
the Apoſtles were the ſame that Peter 
was , endewed all with like honour and 


power. If Chꝛiſtes woꝛdes were coms 


mon to all the reſt. Jf all Paſtours doe 
equally binde and looſe as well as: Peter, 
then is there no ſpeciall pꝛiuilege giuen 
vnto Peter aboue others by this place. 
Wherefoz: | | 
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nifeſt by the circumſtante of the place and 


opfmion of ancient waters that there is 


ho ſpectall pꝛerogatiue oꝛ function giuen 
vnto Peter, that was not committed to all, 
that whatſoencr was ſpoken by Chꝛiſt 
here vnto Peter did not belong here vnto 
him only, but to them al in common, Now 
ſecondly haue wee to conſider what was 
that power t authoꝛitie that was giut vn⸗ 
to Peter here, that was to haue the keyes 
or the kingdom of heauen, the authozitie of 
binding e loſing, but herein haue wee to 
weigh what is meant + contained in theſe 
wo2ds + how farre they ought to ſtretch. 
Fo2 the B. of Rome claimeth by right of 
ſucceſſion #inheritance whatſoeuer power 
t turiſdiction was giuen vnto Peter, ther 
fo:e by the vertue of theſe woꝛdes, & pꝛo⸗ 
miſe of Chꝛiſt, claimeth al power & authos 
ritie, whatſoeuer may be contained in⸗ 

tluded in theſe ſpeaches . Yereof hath he 

challenged to himſelfe to be abone kings £ 

Pꝛinces, to haue 5 authoꝛitie of conſecra⸗ 

ting e depoſing them, to be aboue all genes 

ral councels to haue fulnes of power to ex⸗ 

pound the ſeripture s, to whoſe determina⸗ 
— Cha uy of God — — — 
Tand. foflang antha? 1 nſe with 
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Gods woꝛde, to make that lawfull which 
befoꝛe was vnlawfull, to haue abſolute, 
free power to decree Whatſoeuer he liketh 
of, and that of the church is to be obſerued 
as qu heauenly Oꝛacle, that he hath power 
to giue heauen, to thꝛowe do wne into hall 
whome he will, that he hath power to aſs 
ſople mens ſinnes, and to deliver them 
both « pena & culpa, both from the fault £ 


penaltie, and to reteine and keepe them at = 


his pleaſure, that he may binde and looſe 
aboue all other Biſhops; foz ha may;looſg 
whome other Biſhops binde: he may bind 
whome other Biſhops looſe: but whom: 
he bindeth oꝛ looſeth can no man aſſople oz 
binde, but onely he himſelfe: fog Bulles, 
pardons, indulgencies, anathematyations 
and all the reſt of ſuch triſhtrach, hath been 
founded vpon this power and p2erogatang 
he challengeth vnto him ſelf by this platon 
the:refutation of which particuler-pointes 
being to ample a matter to be handled at 
this time, and beſides hauing ſufficiently 
both in this ſeconde part, and alſo in the 
thirde, declared and pꝛoued that no pꝛero⸗ 
gatiue is giuen vnto Peter aboue others 
by this place, that his miniſterie was en⸗ 
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thozitie then the miniſterie of the reit or 
the-Apoltles, it ſhalbee needeleſſe to deale 


with them at this pꝛeſent, onelp that is 


needcfull to ſhewe what is meant by the 
Repes of the kingdome of heauen, and the 
authoꝛitie of bynoing and looſing, By the 


keyes is meant nothing elſe here but the 


pꝛeaching of the Golpell, and herein wee 
. agree with Chryſoſtome, that ſapeth, 


a». they are the knowledge of the Scriptures, 


with Tertullian which tearmeth them to 
bee the interpꝛetätion of the lawe , and 
with Euſebius, that they are the woꝛde 


of GD D. and verie well may the pꝛea⸗ 


thing of the woꝛde bee expꝛeſſed by the 
Metaphoze ofa keye, Foz as by it wes 
are let into the houſe , ſo dy the pꝛeaching 
of the wozde-, are wee bꝛought into the 
Church and houlholve of GOD, and 
haue acceſſe to his kingdome. Foz Chufk 
being the doꝛe, as Saint Iohn toſtilieth, 
by whome wee muſt enter, if wee wilt be 
ſaued, and the ladder „ by which wee 
mult aſcende vp into heaven , as appea⸗ 
reth by Iacobs daeame, and the pꝛeaching 
of the Goſpell, opening and manifeſting 
nt vs Chat, as Paul — A — 
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this grace, that hee ſhoulde pꝛeach among 
the Gentiles, the vnſearchable riches ol 
Chꝛiſt, and being the meanes, whereby 
wee are reconciled vnto Chꝛiſt, Paul 
tearming his miniſterie therefoze the 
miniſterie of reconciliation , the publi⸗ 
ſhing and pꝛeachinge of Chꝛiſt and his 
Goſpell, may well therefoze be tearmed 
a kepe. This Metaphoꝛe is vſed of our 
Sauiour Chꝛiſt in the ſams ſenſe. Moe | 
be to you interpꝛeters of the lawe, foz cac.r2.522/þ 
you haue taken away the keyc of knows | 
ledge, Pe entred not in your ſelues, and 
them that came pee fozbad , in which 
woꝛdes our Samour Chꝛiit termeth the 
true interp2etation of the lawe and pꝛea⸗ 
ching of the Goſpel, the key of knowledge. 
Foz it was that the Scribes + Phariſes 
did ſuppꝛeſle # adulterate. It is apparant 
enough, that the woꝛde of God, actoꝛding 
to the ſund2y effedes and pꝛoperties ther⸗ 
ok hath ſundꝛie names. So foz that it en⸗ 
creaſeth and multiplyeth, it is called ſede, 
fo2 that it cutteth the heart, and deupdeth 
the flethe from the Spirite , it is called 
| aSwozde, Foz that it taketh vs, and 
encloſeth vs, and bꝛingeth vs togither, 
it is called a nett. Fos that it watheth 


hryſ.opere 
perfect. 
23, 


22,23, 
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vs cleane it is called water. Foz that if 
enflameth vs, it is called fire. Fo2 that it 
feedeth vs it is called bꝛead: euen ſo foz 
that it openeth « giueth vs an entrance in⸗ 
to the houſe, it is called a kee. This houſe 
is the kingdome of heauen : Chꝛiſt is the 
doze: the wozde of God is the keye , and 
Pꝛeachers the keye bearers . So ſayeth 
Chryſoſtom: The kepe bearers be the 
Pꝛieſtes, to whome is committed the tea⸗ 
ching of the wo2de, and of the expounding 
of the Scriptures : So then, that by the 
Metaphoꝛe of the keye , the Euangeliſt 
ſhould declare that Chꝛiſt committed vnto 
his Apoſtles, the pꝛeaching oof his wo2de, 
by which his Church ſhould be gathered 
togither,and built vppon Chꝛiſt the rocke, 
is no ſtrange ſpeach, but verie fit and ſig⸗ 
nificant, to declare that vnto vs, and here⸗ 
by alſo he ſheweth that he hath committed 
vnto them a great office and weightie fun- 
tion, and that he putteth them in chiefe 
place and authoꝛitie. Fo2 he hath the chie⸗ 
feſt authoꝛitie in p houſe o2 citie to whome 
the keyes are committed, and who hath 
authoꝛitie to let out and let in by them, 
To this end God vſeth this Betaphoze in 
be Pzopbet Eſay, when be pꝛomiſeth to 


creed reggae 
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Eliachim the chefe power and authozitie 
in the King Ezechias houſe, ſaying : with 
my garments J will cloath him, with my 
girdle J will ſtrengthen him, and the keye 
of the houſe ol Dauid will J lay vppon his 
ſhoulder, ſo he ſhall open, and no man ſhall 
ſhut. Hereby haue we to learne, that as 
thoſe to whome this charge is committed 
to beare the keyes ofthe Ningdome of hea⸗ 
uen, ought to haue a great care ot the well 
oꝛdering of them, ſo we muſt alſo with no 
leſſe carefulneſſe and reuerente, embꝛati 
and recepue them. The vſe ok theſe keyes 
is in moꝛe perticular manner declared by 
our Sauiour Chiſt, when as he ſaith that 
whats euer he bindeth on earth ſhall beg 
bound in heauen, c. by 8 power of binding 
and loſing is meant that which is expelled 
by Saint John. Whoſe ſinnes vee fo2gine; 


they are ſoꝛgiuen him, and whoſe ſimnes 


pe retapne, thep are retapued, foz when 
our ſinnes are foꝛgiuen, we are loſed from 
them, when they are not foꝛgiuen, wee 
remapne bound in them, theſe things art 
bꝛought to paſſe in vs by the miniſterie of 
his woꝛd, and by the vertue and power 


thereof'90 ſayth Jerome, whatſdeuer yes 
loſe in earth, ſhall be loſed in Yeauex 


— Eſal. | 
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Apoſtles loſe them by the wo2de of Gos 
and teſtimonies of the ſcriptures, and exs - 
hoztations'vnto vertue. And Ambroſe, 
Sinnes be foꝛgiuen by the woꝛde of God. 
abr. de the expounder thereof is the Leuite and 
4% Pꝛieſt. Che Pꝛophet Eſai p;ophecying the 
. ſending ol Chꝛiſt, ſayth that the Lo2de had 
annointed him that he ſhoulde pꝛeache the 
Golpell to the poꝛe, that he ſhoulde heals 
the bzoken hearted and pꝛeach deliuerance. 
to the Captiue, retouering of ſighte to the 
blind, and ſetting at libertie them that are 
loſed: ſo that to binde and laſe, to foꝛgiue 
and retaine ſinnes, is a pꝛopertie and effect. 
of the wo2de of God pꝛeached. Foz that 
publiſheth vnto vs remiſſion of finnes, 
wozketh in vs moztification,deliuereth vs 
fromthe: power of Sathan, and reſtozeth | 
bnto us the libertie and fredome- of the | 
childzen of God, which thinges bee bzought 
to paſſe /, not by the bare publiſhing and 
hearing ol the woꝛde, but when as by faith 
we lay hold vpon the ſ werte pꝛomiſes, and 
greate benefites whiche ber offered vs in 
Chꝛiſt, which be deliuered vato vs by his 
miniſtern, as by his Legates,fo2 remiſſion | 
— Pꝛieſt, as in the meſſen- | 
worde of God as in the inſtru⸗ 
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ment, and in the penitent; as in the recey- 
uer. So that the offering hereof is in the 
miniſter, but the cffcct and foꝛce thereof in 
the ſinner. But foꝛ as muche as they offer. 
the merites of Chꝛiſt, and kuli pardon to 
ſuch as haue lowly and contrite harts, and 
doe vnfainedly repent themſelues, pꝛonoũ⸗ 
ting vnto the ſame a ſure and vndoubted 
foꝛgiueneſſe of their ſinnes, and hope of e⸗ 
uerlaſting lite, therefoꝛe they are ſayde to 
binde and loſe, to reteine and foꝛgiue ſins, 
not becauſe God hath endued his mini⸗ 
ſters with this abfolyte power to foꝛgiue 
and reteine them at their pleaſure, as our 
popiſhe Pꝛieſts woulde beare vs in hand, 

fo2 that hee hath-reſerued vnto him alone, 
and it only belongeth vnto hun, Euen the 
verye malicious Stribes and Phariſeis 
knew this fo when as 'Chailte- had ſayds 
vnto the man ſick of the Jaalſey, ſonne thy 
ſinnes are fo:giuen; they not ackno wled⸗ 


ging hem to be God ſayd among thẽ ſclues, e. 7. 


this man blaſphemeth, who can foꝛgiue 
finnes but God only. And God by the Pꝛo⸗ 


phet Eſai challengeth this vnto himſelfe, J Ff. 


euen Jam he that putteth away thine ini⸗ 
quitie, — — 8 = 
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geth only vnto God, and ſo alſo fo foꝛgiue 
and reteine ſinnes. The antient Fathers 
haue iudged that the Pꝛieſt ought to haue 
no right to challenge any authoꝛitie to foꝛ⸗ 
giue ſinnes. Ambroſe ſayth, it is not the 
Embaſſadour, it is not the Meſſenger, 
but the Loꝛd himſelfe hath ſaued his peo⸗ 
ple. He remaineth one, foꝛ this cannot ber 
common to any man with Chꝛiſte to foꝛ⸗ 
giue ſinnes, that is only the office of Chꝛiſt 
who hath bone the ſinnes of the woꝛlde. 
And Auſtine, God gaue the miniſterie of 
foꝛgiuing of ſinnes to his ſeruauntes, but 
the power thereof he retained to himſelfe. 
Do in another place, the office of baptizing 
God hath graunted vnto manp: the power 
and authoꝛitie of foꝛgiuing ſinnes, he hath 
reſerued to himſelfe alone, Saint lerome 
expounding this place very well declareth 
what power and commiſſion is giuen to 
Gods miniſters in this behalfe. Me reade 
in ſcriptures that the Leapers are bidden 
to ſhew themſelues vnto the Pꝛieſt, that 
if they be Leapers, they ſhould be ſo made 
of the Pꝛieſt, not that the Pꝛieſt doe make 
the leapꝛous oꝛ vncleane, but that they 
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tleane oꝛ vncleane, euen therefo2e as the 
Pꝛieſt maketh the cleane o2 vncleane, ſo 
doth the Biſhop here bind and loſe, hereby 
we ſee that Jerome thought Miniſters had 
no further power, then to declare them to 
be loſe oꝛ bound, euen as the Pꝛieſts in the 
time of the law, had no power but to iudge 
and pzonounce the man eyther cleane oz 
vnclean, but not to clenſe them,o2 to make 


them vncleane , Do ſayth Bonauentura, Bonaventura, | 


they did clenſe becauſe they ſhewed the 


tleane. Peter Lumbard, one of their owne P.. Lend. 


Doctoꝛs, ſavth, hauing well weighed this 
matter. Chꝛiſt gaue to pꝛieſts authoꝛity to 
binde o2 loſe, that is to declare to men they 
bee bounde o: loſe: What therefoꝛe the 
authozitie of binding and loſing, the foꝛgi⸗ 
uing and reteining of ſinnes is, that is gi⸗ 
uen to the miniſters of God, it is apparant 
not to haue giuen ful power to abſolue and 
binde of themſelues at their will, but to 
publiſh that pardon that God in Chꝛiſt of- 
fereth vs, which if we take holdon by faith 
then we are aſſoiled, if we contemne it our 
ſinnes are reteined to oure condemnation, 
and becauſe he hath committed the publis 
thing of fo2atueneſſe of ſinnes vnto his 
miniſters, theręfoze hig miniſters are ſail 


92 A Godly Sermon. 


to foꝛgiue and reteine, not becauſe the pos 
wer thereof reſtcth in themſelues, as our 
popiſh pꝛieſts would chalenge: Foꝛ theres 
foze haue they made the Peſt to holde a 
tonſiſtoꝛp, and to be a iudge ouer the ſinnes 
of the people, and to dꝛiue them to make 
particular confeſſion of their ſecrete ſinnes 
vnto the Pꝛieſt, that they may abſolue the, 
and emoypne them a penaunce anfwerable 
to their offence, Yowſocuer they go about 
tocloke and colour the matter,in very deed 
they take vpon them that which is p2oper 
to Cod to iudge of the weight & greeuouls 
neſſe of ſinnes to appoint and alot to euery 
one a iuſt ſatiſfaction, to chaunge eternall 
papnes into tempoꝛall, to haue the diſpo⸗ 
ſing ol the merites of Chaſt, euen as the 
Executoꝛs haue the diſpoſing of dead mens 
gods, as though Chult were not, oz knew 
not after his death, how to beſtow them, to 


geue Heauen and thꝛowe dcwne to Hell, 


whome they will, to rehearſe the particus 
lar blaſphemies and impieties, whiche by 
the keyes of heauen, and authoꝛitie of bin⸗ 
ding and loſing they claime, they haue run 
into, although it were p2ofitable, to conſi⸗ 
der the abhominations of that on rch, yet 
Aan ATOM fin te. it ſ : ge ſuffts 
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ciente to haue but lightlye touched theſe 
thinges. Thus J truſt Jhaue ſuffictentlye 
declared,firſt that God reucaleth the know 
ledge of all heauenly thinges , Secondlye 
that not Peter, but Chꝛiſte is the Rocke 


whereon God doth build his Church, and 


laſt of all that the kepes of the kingdome of 
heauen, and the authozitie of binding and 
loſing conſiſteth in the pꝛeaching of his 
woꝛd. God of his mercye graunt vnto vs, 
the reuealing of his Chꝛiſt, and to be builte 
vpon him the true rocke, and the opening 
ofthe kingdome of heaue,by the pꝛeaching 
of his woꝛde, that wee maye obtayne that 
bleſedneſſe, which Chꝛiſte hath pꝛepared 


.fo2 then that truly acknowledge and con- 


feſſe hun, To whome with the Father and 
the holy Ghoſt be al honour and glozy, 
and power, now and fo; e⸗ 
uermo2e, 4 
wen, 


